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Biography. 
iniaiink OF THE REV. JOSEPH pinamigac 


T'ne public will naturally be desirous of possessing a more full and 
accurate knowledge of the life and character of any individual, who 
has enjoyed ‘a more ‘than ordinary share of notoriety. This will be 
the fact, if he have been. distinguished merely by the uncommon 
length of his life, by the various and remarkable scenes, through which 
he has passed, or only by his numerous and sttiking eccentricities, 
not less, perhaps, than if pre-eminent in moral or religious excellence, 
or signalized by his attainments in the walks of genius and learning, 
or by his achievements in the fields ef arts, or armé. And certainty, 
if instead of inflicting an injury on the intefests of yirtue and piety, 
those interests will be likely to be subserved by it, no valid objection 
can lie against the gratification of public curiosity. | | 
,. Few men have been more universally known, in this part of the 
country than .the stibject of the following sketch, few have excited 
more general attention, and an account.of few would create a more ex- 
tensive and lively interest. He was long upon the stage, having con- 
siderably exceeded the ordinary limits of human life, ‘and the ve 
singularities, by which his coaduct was marked, were calculated to at- 
tract observation, and to fix a deeper impression concerning him up- 
on the memory: No ove; who knew him well and who is ready to do 
justice to his reputation, will doubt, that.a correct.and faithful delin- 
eation of his character would exhibit an eminent example of christian 
excellence,an eminent example of spiritual mindedness,of meekness and 
humility, of patience and resignation, of devotion and faith, of zeal 
and charity. ae 

‘Fhe succeeding narrative may-be relied upen.as authentic. The 
materials out of which it was formed, having been, in part, received 
from his own lips, towards the close of his life, and the remainder ha: 
ting been derived from other unquestionable sources. 


A 2 








1 94 Biography. JULY, 


The Rev. Joseru Marsnau. was born in Windsor, Conn: Febru- 
ary 17th, 1731. He was the sixth son of Samuel and Abigail Mar- 
shall. Like children in general, he was regardless of religion and 
unconcerned with regard to thie salvation of his soul, till he entered 
upon the tenth year of his age. Being, then, called to bury a cousin, 
with whom he had been on terms of very close intimacy, he was, for 
some months the subject ofserious reflections. While he was in this, 
state of mind,. the youth of his acquaintance being, to an unusua! ex- 
tent, engrossed by frivolity and recreations, by viewing their stupici- 
ty and danger, his impressions became morc deep andsolemn. Ia the 
course of this year, the Rev. Mr. Whitfield, as he was passing through 
the country, preached, in the vicinity. With many others, urged on 
by a similar reason, Mr. Marshall’s father, was prompted by curiosity 
to attend the service. Such -was the excitement, which Mr. Whit- 
field’s preaching, by effecting the reformation of some and by givirg: 
offence to others, produced in the public mind, that it became a topic.of 
conversation even among children, The state of young Marshaii’s 
feelings was such,.as caused him to take the most hively interest in 
whatever was said ‘on the subject of religion.. When his father return- 
ed,. he met him at’the door and, before he had time to alight:from 
his horse, began to interrogate him respecting the preacher.. His 
father, although he had-been induced to-hear Mr.. Whitfield’ merely 
from motives of idle curiosity, was one of-that vast number, to whom 
his preaching was blest, and to whom it became the power of God and 
ihe wisdom of God to their salvation.. Being very deeply affected, he 
cast his eye upon his child’ and, with a countenance indicating the ut- 
most solemnity, he replied, “ My son,_he is.a great and good man, a- 
bout whom we have heard so much.. He had: so-great love for our 

oor souls, that he has ventured across the ocean te-preach. te us the 
gospel of Christ. We are in a fearful condition.” From. this time, 
his conviction became more pangent‘ard his solicitude more intense. 
The eye of his father seemed to pierce him: to the heart. He bi@ran 
to pray.. His sense of his guilt was so poignant, that he was impeiled 
to the performance of this duty, not less frequently than the Psalmist 
seven times a day. His anxiety and distress continued to increase, till 
the whole day was spent.in prayer. At length, he obtained a view of. 
the corruption efhis heart. He thought, that he was made to see the 
full extent of its vileness and depravity ; that his view reached to:the 
very bottem. He anticipated'nothing but immediate destruction.— 
At this period, he heard a discourse from Rev. iii. 20: Behold, I siand 
al the door and knock; &e. When the text was named, he hoped, 
that something would be exhibited, which would administer consola- 
tion to his wounded spirit. But, not’a. syllable, capable of affording 
the slightest comfort, could he apply to himself: {mn this state, alarm- 
ed and hopeless, he continued, till.his sleep departcd from him and he 
could no longer forbear crying aloud. His parents were awakened 
by his exclamations, that he should be lost; and he called them to his 
bed to see him sink in ruin. He had, now, not the feeblest inclination 
to call upon God. With the hope, that He might be gracious, all dis- 


position to supplicate his favor seemed to have abandoned him, and he. 
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sunk into a frame of mind berdering on that stupid and fearless.spirit, 
which despair often produces. While,however, he neglected prayer him- 
self, he often requested others, whom he esteemed persons of real piety, 
who had an interest in the Savior’s love, to intercede with earnestness 
on bis behalf. During this season of extreme anguish, he heard a ser- 
mon.from the passage, Mat. viii. 2. Lord, if thou wilt, thou canst make 
me clean. Qn this occasion, he tl:ought that he saw the perfect ability 


_of Ged to-seve even the vilest of-sinners. Still he was not conscious 


of indulging even the faintest hope. Soon, however, light began to 
dawn upon his soul ard to-dispel the gloom of despondency. Atthe 
next meeting for religious worship, whiich he attended, his views of 
the divine character and of the heavenly world were bright and almost 


overwhelming. During the interval of divine service, he was beset 


by some irreligious individuals, who assured him, that he was deceiv- 
ed, and that all his religion was but empty delusion. All the reply, 
which he was able to make to their endeavors to perplex and‘ensnare 
him was repeatedly to urge them to love Christ, assuring them that he 
was supremely excellent. From this time, he began to indulge a 
hope, that.he had passed from death unto life; that he had experienced 
that all-important change ef character, indispensably requisite to the 
existence of vital religion and to the possession of a well grounded 


chope of the salvation of the soul. 


Having been awakened to a sense of the value of his owr spiritual 
and immortal interests, he was no longer indifferent with regard to 


those of his fellow-men. “He saw eternal consequences suspended upon 
their conduct, and his mind was powerfully affected by the considera- 
‘tion. He soon begar to exhort his companions and to pray in meet- 


ings for social worship. He had such an impressive sense, of the dan- 
ger, to which the impenitent stand continually exposed, that his mind 
was agitated by‘the most feeling solicitude. 

In the course .of this year he united with the church, which was un- 
er ithe pastoral care of the ‘Rev. Thomas Marsh. For:some weeks 
his trials, on this important subject, were severe. It was with extreme 
difficulty, that he was-persuaded, that it was his duty to make a pub- 
lic profession of his attachment to Christ and to commemorate, at the 
‘sacramental table, the sufferings and death of his‘Savior. 

At this period a sharp controversy prevailed in that part of the 
State, ia which Mr. Marshall resided, respecting what has been called 
the half-svay covenant.* When that eminentrevival of religion, which 


* This device, so absurd and unscriptural in its own nature, by which indi- 
viduals stood, as it has been sneeringiy, but with great truth and severity, re- 
marked, with 

‘*.€ne foot in.church’s pale secure, 

The other out of door ;? | 
and which proved, in fact, so injurious in its operation, although recommended 
in the result of a synod, in 1662, was first intrecuced into the church at 
Flartford, in 1696, and was gradually adopted by the great body of the churches 
in the State. The engagements, which were assumed, were extensive and 
solemn, and were, at first, probably made with much serioustiess. But, the 
‘whole soon became an idle ceremony, waich fashion so Impeériously required all, 
®Weverally upon their marriage, to observe, that the omission was deemed, bighig 
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196 Biography. 1815. 
began in 1740, commenced, multitudes became dissatisfied with this 
practice and with others equally objectionable, but still more dissatisfi- 
ed with the coldness, formality and indolence of the regular clergy, in 
whom they found not only a deficiency of zeal, but often a decided 
hostility and ‘a strenuous opposition to warm and vital piety. They 
were, therefore, impelled to secede from that, which had previously 
formed almost the sole religious denomination in the State. Distinct 
churches were gathered, different congregations were assembled, and 
a new order of ministers was raised up. ‘Che members of this seces- 
sion, distinguished for their zeal and equally remarkable for various 
irregularities, were denominated Separatists. They existed in con- 
siderable numbers for thirty or forty years and, perhaps, some few 
congregations may be found, even at the present day. To this class 
of christians Mr. Marshall attached himself. | 
_ After a short season, Mr. Marshall, as is the fact with too many 
others, lost much of his animation and zeal. An almost impenetrable 
cloud soon covered his mind. While in this state he heard # discourse 
from Mr. Marsh: This sermon contained an accurate description of 
his case. It had a powerful effect upon his feelings. He was melted 
into the deepest sorrow. 2 ee yas - 3 | 
He now began to travel in company with the separatist ministers. 
So ardent was his zeal, that he made it a practice to interrogate every 
individual, whom he met, with regard to his personal acquaintance with 
religion. He allowed no one to pass, without inquiring whether he had 
been born again. = : 3 
While attending a meeting at Tolland, which was held by the 
separatists in a barn, Mr. Marshall was, for the first time, apprehend- 
ed by the civil magistrate. The circumstasces were as follows: The 
officers of justice came with a view to seize the preacher. For, such 
were the laws of the State, at that period, that any individual, who 
éither preached or expounded the scriptures, without the permission 
of the minister of the parish, in which the service was performed, ren- 
dered himself liable to a fine and, as a necessary consequence of ina- 
bility, er a refusal to disharge the fine, to imprisonment.* ‘The cor- 


indecorous, and almost inconsistent with a reputable standing in society. The 
prescribed formality having been heedlessly submitted to, nothing’ more was 

anticipated, or exacted. Individuals hving gained a sort of relation to the 
church, and the privilege of baptism for their children, became satisfied with 
themselves ana neither saw, nor felt the necessity of any thing beyond the cus- 
tomary and heartless attendance upon public worship on the Sabbath. This 
state of things continued, till the shock given the public mind in 1740, &e. led 
the way to a revolution in public sentiment and feeling, introduced a more warm 
and evangelical strain of preaching, and subverted, at length, very geaerally, a 
practice so little sanctioned either by reason, or scripture. A scapinile hen 


* A law was, at a very early period, passed, prohibiting any ministry, or chureh 
administration from being entertained, or attended, distinct from and in opposi- 
tion to, that, which was observed and dispensed by the approved minister of the 
parish, without the approbation of the general court and neighboring churches, 
under a penalty of five pounds. In 1708 a law was enacted allowing all 
persons, who soberly dissented from the worship and ministry established by 
law, to qualify themselves at the county court, in the county, in which they re- 
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stable and his attendants came into the assembly, during the religious 
services, not only with their heads covered, but also smoking and 
wearing a smile of contempt. Mr. Marshall, although but a stripling, 
gave them a severe reproof and a solemn admonition. After the _ 
preacher was apprehended, he was also taken and conducted to a pub- 
lichouse. Here a family of children gathered around him and he be- 
gan, in a very earnest manner, to exhort them. Such, as were capa- 
ble of understanding him aud of feeling the import of his address, soon 
became affected. By this conduct he irritated their father and re- 
ceived from him a severe blow. He was then conyeyed to ashop, where 
he was confined. As might very naturally be anticipated, numbers, 
prompted by curiosity, flocked around the place of his imprisonment. 
Viewing this a favorable opportunity to direct their attention to their 
religious interests, and impressed with a fresh and lively sense of the 
wretched condition and the fearful danger of those, wito are strangers 
io piety, he again began to exhort the multitude. From this place he 
was carried before a Justice of the peace for trial. While the trial of 
two or three others was proceeding, he climbed a small shade tree, 
which stood in front of the house, and began once more to address the 
crowd. By this time, two or three hundred more, than could attend the 
examination of the accused, had convened. ‘The principal part of the 
assembly wept. At length, he was taken before the magistrate. At 
the commencement of the examination, his name being demanded, he 
replied, “ My God has a great name; to him every knee shall bow and 
every tongue shall swear.” Although accused of blasphemy and se- 
verely threatened, all, which could be proved against him, was, that 
he had exhorted the people. A single witness, indeed, testified, that 
he had catled upon the devil to take obstinate sinners to hell. But, 
Mr. Marshall ever remained firm in the persuasion, that he had never 
uttered any such imprecation, nor any thing, which bore any resemb- 
lance to what was charged upon him, He was, however, placed in 
the custody of keepers, till the next day, when he was set in the stocks.* 
Here he afresh warned the throng, which assembled around - him, of 
their guilt and danger, and urged them not to neglect the salvation of 
their souls. Here, if ever in the whole conrse of his life, he felt the 


sided, to hold separate meetings and to maintain a distinct form of worship. In 
1723, in consequence of certain persons, without qualifying themselves accord- 
ing to the law for the enjoyment of liberty of conscience, having held separate 
meeting's, and of some having administered the Sacraments, without having re- 
ceived ordination, a further law was passed, subjecting all persons who neglect- 
ed public worship, in some lawful congregation and presumed to meet in sepa- 
rate companies in private houses, to a fine of twenty shillings, and every indi- 
vidual who administered the Sacraments, not being a lawful, or ordained minis- 
ter, toa penalty of twenty pounds, 


* There does not appear to have been any law authorizing this punishment, 
either for having attended a separate meeting, or for having. on such an occa- 
sion, delivered an exhortation to those, who were present. It was, perhaps, in- 
flicted without any legal sanction, or, move probably, it was occasioned by Mr. 
Marshall’s declining, when called upon, to mention his name to the magistrate 
and by the evasive answer, which he gave tq that demand ; or it was caused by 
some other language, or behavior which was construed as contempt of the court. 
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snost tender .commiseration for those, who had no interest in the bless- 
ings of the gospel. He was afterwards taken once more before the 
Justice and bound out to a farmer, for twe mouths, to defray the cest 
of the prosecution. ‘he farmer taking him on horseback behind him- 
self, set out on his return home. He had not proceeded far, when Mr. 
Marshall recollecting, that there was an appointment for a meeting of 
the separatists, at no great distance, leaped from the horse and direct- 
¢d his course to the place, with a fixed determination to attend. He 
saw, In imagination, multitudes of sinners, on the very verge of ruin, 
ancl he felt an irresistible impulse to warn and persuade thera to flee 
from the wrath to come. For this attempt to escape, the man, to whom 
he was bound, be at him with extreme severity ; ; but he remained calm 
aud tranquil, and made not the slightest resistance. He was then seized 
aud carried te his house by force. All the articles of his cl loathing, not 
abselutcly necessary, were now taken from him and carefully congener. 
Being involved in great perplexity and doubt, with regard to the cours 
which he ought to pursue, whether he were bound to obey the sie 
sion of the civil authority, or whether the sacred duty, which he owed 
to God, rendered it incumbent on him to proceed in a different direc- 
tion, he was, for some time stupid and unsocial. Refusing to work, he 
was severely chastised. At last, he concluded to conform to the jude- 
ment of the court, and began to labor. He had laboured, but a short 
time, however, when, on reflecting upon his conduct, his mind was fill- 
ed with the most poignant distress. | He was pur suaded that he had 
committed the unpardonable sin. He had, he thought, feared man, 
rather than God and had disobeyed the voice of heaven. When the 
Sabbath came he was extremely anxious to attend public worship, but 
his clothes, without which he couid not appear with decency, were de- 
nied him. Calling to mind the condition and conduct of ancient saints, 
who wanitered about in sheep-skins and goat-skins ; being destitute, af- 
fueted, tormented : of whom the morld was not worthy 5 he resolved up- 
on going, and accordingly set out, and actually attended meeting, with- 
eut either his coat, his shoes, or his hat. Qn this occasion, he “ohtain- 
ed some relief from his anguish. The friends of the saviour appeared 
in his view amiable and excellent, beyond description. He then return- 
ed and confessed his sins. He acknowledged,that he had done wrong in 
disregarding the voice of God; and he, now deliberately leit his mas- 
ter, to whom the court had delivered him, and started for his father’s 
house. He had not proceeded far, before his gloom and his misgiv- 
ings of mind again veturned. | Every step that he took, it seemed te 
him, that the earth would divide under his feet, and that he should 
sink into the world of wo. He again concluded, that he had committ- 
ed the sin, for which there is no forgiveness. He remained in this 
frame of mind, for two weeks, after his return to his father’s. Every 
attempt to convince him, that his fears were greundless, was wholly 
without effect. While in this situation, the officer of justice came to 
apprehend him a second time. He had already experienced such in- 
tense trials in endeavoring to ascertain the path of. duty, in laboring to 
determine, whether he ought to submit to the authority of men, or 
whether God required him to pursue another course, that, at the sigh 
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of the officer, his feelings completely overcame him. In a few mo.- 
ments, he recovered, aud the persecution of Stephen occuring to his’ 
mind, he saw, in imagination, heaven opened and that martyr, clothed’ 
in light, sitting at the right hand of God. He immediately began to 
exhort the officer, and those, who were standing around him, with great 
earnestness. As was afterwards evinced in a satisfactory manner, a 
salutary impression was, on this cccasion, made upon the mind of one 
of his sisters. Mr. Marshall was again taken before the Justice, by 
whom he had been already tried, and by him he was sent and confined 
in the gaol at Hartford. Here he also continued to exhort all, who 
visited him. At length, a minister, whom he esteemed a man of emi- 
nent piety, was brought, and confined in company with him. From 
him he received much consolation. After a considerable period,through 
the exertions of a cousin of his, he was released. He then, for some 
months, travelled around the country and spent his time in warning 
and exhorting his fellow-men with relation to their spiritual concerns. 
His hope respecting himself was at some times strong and bright, and 
at others, dim and feeble. He, at length, came once more to the con- 
clusion, that he had been deceiving himself and that he was a stranger: 
to a well grounded hope, and actually mtthout God in the world. 
While in this state, he experienced extreme distress. He was fre- 
quently heard to groan, like a man under an insupportable load of an- 
guish. But, by meditating upon the latter part of the twelfth chapter 
of Hebrews, For ye are not come unto the mount, that might be touched, 
and that burned with fire, nor unto blackness and darkness and tempest, 
fe.....But, ye are come unto mount Zion, and unto the city of the living 
God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company of angels, 
&c....he soon found deliverance from his despondency. While con- 
iemplatiug the blood of Christ and the better things, which it speaks, 
his heart seemed to melt within him. From this period, he had no. 
distrust of his christian character, to disturb his mind, for the space of 
four years. 

Having heard, that the people at Oblong, a district, in the State of 
New. York, adjoining the western boundary of Connecticut, had been 
destitute of the means of grace for a long time, and hoping, that he 
might be of some service to those, who must necessarily be very igno- 
rant of christianity, he experienced astrong anxiety to go and preach to 
them the glad tidings of the gospel. Here it was, that he commenced 
a series of labors, which extended through a period of more than sixty 
years. He enjoyed great freedom in his first attempt, in a discourse 


frem Heb. 4.10. For he, that hath entered into his rest, hath ceased | 


frem his labors, even as God did from his. ‘Thoughts and words occur- 


red with the utmost readines and facility. He next made an appoint-? 
ment to preach at New-Milford. While on his way to fulfil this en- 


gagement, he was favored with a glimpse of the greatness of that work, 
which he had so hastily and, as he thought, with so little preparation, 
undertaken. Such were the views, which he had of his own unwor- 
thiness and deficiencies, that he was, at times, ready to conclude, that 
he could never make another attempt to preach. While under 
the influence of these disheartening feelings, he saw the people collect- 
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_ing in large numbers. This circumstance greatly increased the de- 
pression and disquietude, tinder which he already labored. He, there- 
fore, came to a conclusion, that be would direct the congregation to 
sing, address the throne of grace in prayer and, then, contess, that 
while so ignorant and ‘so poorly prepared for the sacred service, he 
had been very wicked, in attempting to preach the unsearchable riches 
of Christ. While they were engaged in singing, the passage of scrip- 
ture, John, 14. 6. [am the way, the truth. and the life, occurred to him, 
in a manner, the most distinct and vivid, and a train of thought of 
much beauty and interest presented itself to his view. He was entire- 
ly delivered from that dispiriting persuasion of his incapacity to 
preach, which he had felt, and became wholly unembarrassed both as 
to sentiment and language. ‘The assembly was soon melted into tears. 
Mr. Marshall continued to preach in different parts of the country, 
until he reached the twentieth year of his age, when he was settled at 
Somers, Conn. . Here a fresh series of trials awaited him. Having wah 
joyed but slight opportunities and very imperfect means of obtaizin 
information respecting the controversy concerning the subjects aud the 
mode of baptism, his opinions were not established upon these points, 
apd he presently became a baptist in sentiment, and was immersed. 
This circumstance, as might very naturally be expected, occasioned 
the most serious divisions in the church, over which he had been 
placed. A short time, however, spent in a close and impartial investi- 
gation of the subject, produced a fnll conviction of his error. In the 
course of three, or four months, he returned and, without reserve or 
hesitation, admitted the practice of infant baptism to be correct and 
scriptural. This important sentiment, respecting which he had ex- 
perienced such severe trials, afforded him much Satisfaction down to 
his last moments. ‘While he often made severe reflections upon him- 
self, on account of his instability; and was sensibly grieved by the 
consideration, that it had been the occasion of so much injury to the 
éause of Christ, his thoughts dwelt, apparently , with great pleasure On 
that covenant of grace, into which, God is pleased to enter with the be- 
lieving parent. He saw, that in it not only the wonderful condescen- 
sion of God is conspicuously displayed, but that strong encouragement 
is held forth to a parent to be faithful in their religious education, from 
the animating hope of being the means of exciting early piety in the 
minds of his childreii. ; | 
The mind of every serious and considerate man, who reads the ac- 
count of this part of Mr. Marshall’s life, must be deeply impressed 
with a conviction of the high importance of an extensive and an accu- 
rate knowledge of the grand doctrines of christianity in all those, whe 
take it upon them to discharge the solemn and responsible duties of the 
sacred office. His reflection upon this subject led Mr: Marshall fre- 
quently to condemn himself in strong terms. It was a frequent remark 
of his, that the christian ministry is the most arduous and the mest 
solemn task, which a mortal ever undertook to perform. So that ap 
inspired Apostle, a chosen vessel of God, pointedly declared, that he 
was not sufiicient for it. 
He continued in Somers but about three years. 
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He was afterwards established as the minister of a separate church 
and congregation in Canterbury, Conn. Here he remained in great 
harmony and peace, during a period of ten years. While at Canter- 
bury, he married Miss Pamela Palmer, daughter of Mr. Job Palmer. 
heir union was protracted through upwards of fifty years. Mrs. 
Marshall died July 3tst, 1808. She was an amiable and worthy 
woman, of decided piety and distinguished patience. ‘This last was a 
virtue, which she had peculiar occasion to exercise, having been render- 
ed, by the fracture of a limb, a cripple, for a period of more than 
thirty years. 

Circumstances, at length, rendered his removal from @anterbury 
necessary. His dismission, however, was net occasioned by any dis- 
satisfaction on the part of his people. The leading members of the 
two societies had become convinced of the importance of a union and 
it had been agreed, as a condition, that their respective ministers should 
be given up, and that they should join in settling a man, against whom 
neither had any antipathy, or prejudices. Accordingly, not only Mr. 
Marshall, but the Kev. Dr. Cogswell, was dismissed. 

He afterwards resided about sixteen years in the north parish iu 
Canaan, Conn. He had not here the charge of any particular church, 
or congregation. His time was spent in visiting different parts of the 
country, and bestowing his labors, wherever they were particularly re- 
quired by the necessities of the people. During this period, he lost his 
eldest son, Samuel, a son asked of the Lord. But the fond and ele- 
vated anticipations of hope respecting him were blasted. 

Having become considerably advanced in years and his three sur- 
viving children being married, he disposed of his property, with a view 
of depending upon the annual income for the support of himself and 
his wife. Some trials, which, owing to ill health, or a constitutional 
tendency to dejection, he experienced upon the subject, evince how 
scrupulous his conscience was, how nice and tender his moral feelings 
were, not only with regard to the propriety of his external conduct, but 
also with respect to the state of his affectious, and the prevailing tem- 
per of his mind. Although the gospel was the great subject of nis 
thoughts and conversation, although religion was his highest delight and 
he, at times, thought himself almost dead to all his secular interests ; 
yet, after all, observing that, any man love the wortd, the love of the 
Father is not in him, he would declare himself afraid, that his desper- 
ately wicked heart had deceived him. 

Having remained with his eldest daughter, at Green River in the 
State of New-York, about ten years, he removed to Starksborough, 
in this State, with the view of taking up his residence with his young- 
est daughter. Being uew nearly seventy years of age, his mental 
powers beginning to fail and being frequently afflicted with great 
eloominess and dejection of mind, it was still his delight to travel from 
one place to another and to announce the great truths and to proclaim 
the ,:ad tidings of the gospel. He preached a few months in Wey- 
bridge, and his exertions were not without effect in edifying the 
church and promoting the canse of Christ there. At Hinesburg, his 
labors were vo fess successful In promoting the interests of truth and 
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holiness. He also preached at Westford with a high degree of accept- 
ance from the frieads of religion in that town. When at home, he 
regularly preached to the people in Starksborough from sabbath to 
sabbath, till it was rendered impossible by the increasing infirmities 
of advanced age; and, even afterwards, he often performed the devo- 
tional services of public worship, until within a few weeks of his death. 

In 1806, his youngest son died at Huntington, in the twenty-eighth 
year of his age. He had become hopefully pious about a year before 
his death, and he bid fair to make a valuable member of the commu- 
nity and an exemplary and useful follower of Christ. Severe as the 
stroke must have been, his father manifested an eminent degree of calm- 
ness and resignation. Such was his acquiescence in the unerring 
providence of God, that he declared, that he would not turn his hand, 
if, by doing it, he might call him back. On the Sabbath, the day suc- 
seeding his death, and while he yet lay a corpse, he preached with 
the most perfect composure, from Isa. xii. 12. I will make a man more 
precious than fine gold ; even a man, than the golden wedge of Ophir. 

In 1808, he again experienced an afflictive visitation of divine 
providence, ia the death of his wife. This dispensation of heaven was 
so painful, that at times he almost sunk under the weight of his sorrows. 
At other times, however, in the anticipation of a joyous meeting in a 
— world, he rose superior to his trials, and triumphed over his 
grief. , ? : 

At length the time of his departure approached. In January, 1313, 
he became enfeebled, the faculties of his mind were largely impaired 
and his powers of. recollection, especially, failed. It had been with 
him the subject of frequent and fervent prayer, that he might not out- 
live his usefulness ; that he might not resemble a candle burning down 
into its socket, but continue to. the last to dispense light and happiness 
to those around him. His request. was graciously granted. About a 
week before his death, with great propriety and with much solemnity, 
he prayed, in the morning, in the domestic circle, for the last time. 
Having taken leave of his children and grandchildren, his work seem- 
ed to be done and his warfare to be accomplished. Being asked by 
his daughter, whether he were willing to die, he readily answered, 
“ O, yes.” He. was unable, in his last hours, to speak often, or at great 
length; but whatever he said, as well as his whole deportment, was cal- 
culated to do honor to that religion which he had so long professed and 
preached, and decisively to evince the value of that support and con- 
solation, which christianity can afford in that hour of trial, the closing 
scene of life. He died-on Saturday, February 20th, 1813, in the 
eighty second year of his age. He fell asleep, just at the setting 
of the sun, at. the very time at which, as he believed, his 
beloved Sabbath began, and entered, as we humbly hope, upon that 
rest, which, beyond the grave, awaits the children of Goc. Blessed are 
the dead, which die in the Lord. 

We should equally fail to do justice to the character of Mr. Mar- 
shall, and to fulfil the claims, which our readers have upon us, were 
we to dismiss the subject with this brief narrative. 
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That in the earlier periods of his life, much real enthusiasm mingled 
with the religion of Mr. Marshall, we have no doubt. ‘hat he was 
truly pious, and that, along with the extravagances, which were 
chargeable upon him, as well upon Jarge numbers of those, with whom 
he associated himself, profound veneratiet and lively regard for God, 
a sincere and an ardent attachment to Christ and his cause, a spirit 
truly and scrupulously conscientious, and pure,and warm,and efficient 
benevolence to men‘were combined, we have as little reason and «as 
little disposition to question. Many of the irregularities into which he 
ran, were caused by the warmth and vehemence of his feelings not be- 
ing tempered and restrained by ample and correct views of tbe spirit 
and dictates of religion, and of the nature of that propriety and deco- 
rum of conduct, which christianity is very far from authorizing her 
votaries to trample under foot. Much of the distress also, which so 
often and so, keenly tortured his mind was occasioned by the narrow- 
ness of his information and the inaccuracy of his opinions. He expe- 
rienced a powerful! excitement of the passions, and his conscience was 
iremblingly alive to every impression. But, his understanding was 
not sufficiently enlightened and his notions were not sufficiently just 
and scriptural to guide and centro] the emotions of his mind and the 
operations of his conscience. | 
-. That extensive and signal revival of religion, which commenced, in 
1740, while it rekindled, in a multitude of churches, that spirit of piety, 
which. had unhappily so greatly declined, and while it recalled 
evangelical truth to a multitude of pulpits, from which it had been, to 
a wide extent, if not altogether, exiled, was the occasion of numerous 
and deplorable: evils. It was regarded by many with a‘cold and a 
suspicious eye, and instead of endeavoring to foster and direct the seri- 
ousness, which prevailéd, to cherish what was valuable and to repress 
what was noxious, and reprehensible, they stood aloof from it, or disgus- 
ted by the wildness and irregularities, which were occasionally dis- 
played, they bestowed upon it only frowns and censures. Others, of a 
bolder spirit and actuated by a more zealous hostility, commenced a 
fierce opposition, in which reasoning and reproach, ridicule and invec- 
tive were alternately employed to counteract the progress of a flame, 
which was alike feared and hated. he individual, whose feelings 
were wrought up to a high degree of excitement, finding in the church 
of the parish, to whieh he belonged, no kindred spirit, hearing from 
the regular minister no strain of sentiment, adapted to his convictions 
and desires, and not discovering in’ him that amimation and pathos, 
which his own frame of mind demanded, and often, instead of the mild 
and salutary truths and the solemn considerations ofthe gospel, meet- 
ing with censure, and sarcasm, and disdain, pointed at‘ himself, was im- 
pelled to abandon that religious community, which had no fellowship 
in his exercises, for associates of a more congenial temper, and that 
ministry, by which he was neither tnterested,sor edified, and by which 
his pride and his sensibility were often wounded, for preaching, which 
accorded with his opinions and wishes, and from which he received alike 
pleasure and profit. Separations were thus caused, which, by a suit- 
able degree of piety and zeal, of conciliation and prudence on the part 
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of ministers and churches, might easily have been prevented. Indi- 
viduals, whose minds were feelingly alive to the operation of religious 
considerations, being let loose from the guiding and restraining influ- 
ence, which a wise, faithful aud affectionate preacher of the gospel 
might have exerted over them, ran to the wildest extremes in enthusi- 
asm and were guilty of irregularities highly dishonorable and injurious 
to christianity. Observing, that some, who had been regularly edu- 
cated, and who labored under no deficiency of native talent, discharg- 
ed but poorly the duties of the ministry, that they were cold, heartless 
and unimpressive in the religious services, which they performed ; and 
irritated that they were called upon to contribute to the support of a 
form of worship, which they had forsaken, violent antipathies were 
excited in the minds of the separatists against a learned ministry, and 
bitter revilings of a mercenary priesthood became general. Literary 
advantages were deemed wholly unimportant for a teacher of religion, 
and any mode of providing for the support of the preachers of the £0s- 
pel, except by the most perfectly voluntary contributions of their hear- 
ers, was viewed as unhallowed and sinful. 

The strain of preaching, which was usually adopted among the 
separatists, was calculated principally to rouse and inflame the 
passions, instead of enlightening the understanding and convincing 
the judgment. Hence, powerful, but temporary impressions were 
often made. Effects, in appearance great and valuable, were produc- 
ed ; bit they were of transient duration. Individuals were, then, fre- 
quently tobe met with, whe, in seasons, in which they were subject to 
religious concern, proceeded to extreme and absurd Jengths,in assuming 
every exterior mark of humiliation and penitence, They wore a 
dress, mean and squalid, declaring that any thing was too good for 
wretches, polluted and guilty as they were. ‘But, a very moderate 
interval found them deaf to every religious consideration, callous to 
every religious impression and heedless of every religious duty, if not 
yrofane confemners of whatever is serious and sacred. Their passions 
had been strongly wrought upon, without any suitable instruction hay- 
ing been imparted to the mind. Their emotions, which were not 
grounded on sober and rational conviction, having subsided, they 
were left entirely at large from any religious influence ; and, perhaps, 
in their cool and reflecting moments, it was a subject of surprise, that 
they could have felt and acted, as had, indeed, been the fact. 

Nhe evils, occasioned by the separations, which took place at the 
period, of which we have been speaking, were not confined within 
narrow limits, nor were they of inconsiderable duration. They are 
jn numerous instances discoverable, even down to the present time. 
"he descendants of the first separatists, many of whom were, we have 
reason to conclude, truly pious, having imbibed early prejudices 
against religious order and a regular ministry, have grown up in a 
spirit of discontent, ad have been rendered turbulent and refractory 
ynembers of ecclesiastical society, and not unfrequently have they 
been found enlisted in the ranks of error and infidelity. Others, from 
the extravagances, which were then displayed, imbibed prejudices 
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against revivals of religion, which have never been removed, and have 
licen induced to regard the whole religious experience of the pious, with 
suspic ion, with hatred aud disdain, as either base pretence, or weak 
aud idle delusion. 

The methods, to which recourse was had to remedy the mischief, 
which was felt, were calculated merely to auigiment and exasperate the 
evil, which they were intended to remove. it is believed, that means 
so indefensible; as the coercive anthority of ihe civil magistrate, were 
vot often employed. But, open and violent oppesition, which was not 
untrequently exhibited, is not the most happy aud effectual expedient 
for counteracting the efforts and prev enting the success of sectarian 
zealots. Direct and strenuous resistance only stimulates their zeal, 
nerves their efforts and extends their triumphs. The maxim was not 
then generally adopted and observed, nor even now is it always re- 
yarded, that in order to withstand, with the most complete effect. the 
seductions of sectarian partizans, it should be the leading and steady 
aim of the regular ministry to “ out-pray, qut-preach and out-live” 
their rivals. 

How largely Mr. Marshall participated in the excesses jnto which, 
as a sect, the separatists ran, we are ‘tial le to declare. They were, 
however, at an early period of life, unquestionably, to a considerable 
extent, attributable to him, as well as te others. But maturity of judg- 
ment and the experience of more advanced years, completely subdued 
his prejudices, and he became entirely reconciled, both in sentiment, 
practice and feeling, to the regular congregational churches and clergy. 
He might, indeed, “alledge, that he was met by them upon half-way 
sround, and, with respect to greater soundness in the faith, and a more 
strict, warm and consistent piety, the assertion would not be without 
foundation. But, he felt no disposition to depreciate the value of learn- 
ing in those, who are cailed’to teach and inculcate the great princi- 
ples and duties of religion, and he manifested no hostility, he express - 

ed no disapprobation w ith relation to the practice of allowing a minister 
of Christ a stipulated salary for his support, and ensuring him the full 
aud punctual payment of whatever he might be promised. Several 
years before his death, he was, at his particular request, received as a 
member of Addison Association. 

Mr. Marshall was characterized by an unusual share of meekness 
and humility. His whole air and deportment strikingly displayed the 
mild and unassuming spirit of his mind, Some time y befosie his death, 
being aware from his advanced age, and his increasing weakness and 
infirmities, that he could not be far distant from the close of life, he re- 
quested a neighboring minister to preach at his funeral and, as a “0 
for the occasion, selected the emphatical declaration of St. Paul, 
Tim.i. 1%. This ts a faithful saying, and worthy of all acccptation, te 
Christ Jesus came tnto the world to save sinners ; of whom I am chief. 

He possessed a devotional spirit rarely equalled, even in eminent 
christians. Al} the duties and ordiuances of religion were, to a re- 
markable degree, his delight. ‘The minister, whom he desired to 
preach his faneral sermon, and who knew him iniimately for some time, 
#uscives, “ He took the most heart-felt satisfaction in prayer and in 
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the holy sabbath of any individual with whom I have ever been ac- 
q tainted.” His son-in-law says, “ The sabbath may, with certainty 
be pronounced his beloved day.” He himself would frequently bless 
God, that he had instituted a ‘sabbath. In his own language, he often 
declared it worth mountains of gold and rocks of diamonds. Its weekly 
return was uniformly welcomed by bim with elevated joy. He would 

often, but with the most perfect simplicity, affirm, that he had much 
vather be deprived of his breakfast, than forego his morning devo- 
tious. When depressed in spirits,.or when, as he imagined, in ill 
health, nothing afforded him such sure and effectual relicf ; as the visit 
of a minister, or a christian friend ; and he would ye request such 

characters, when they called upon him, to go with: him to some place 
of retirement and there unite with him in prayer.’ The sacramental 
sipper was always anticipated by him with the most lively. satisfac- 
lion. Giien has he been known to declare concerning ‘it, that it was 
the most delightful feast, to which mortals were ever invited. 

His piety towards Ged was evinced not only by his delight in the 
‘uties of devotion, but by his calm submission to the allotments of di- 
vine providence, his cheerful acquiescence in the divine pleasure. His 
resignation upon the death of a beloved and promising son, was not, in 
any “degree, the consequence of possessing an unfeeling mind. It arose 
from a deep and thorough conviction, and a heart-fe It sense of the rec- 
titcde, wisdom and benevolence of the Most High. His love of God 
was not, in his esteem, a selfish pr inciple. It was not, in his view, ground- 
ed upon any perstiasion, that the Supreme Being regarded him with 
favor and would finally make him a sharer id the ‘bliss ofheaven. 'The 
minister, whom we have before mentioned, visiting him, he remarked, 
that he had many dark hours, that, at times, he avas almost discouraged 
as. to the validity of his hope, that he was a christian, and that. he 
could hardly form an opinion respecting what would be his inl destiny. 
“ But,” he added in hig own peculiar style, “1 believe, that if I do 
not find,admission into the kingdom of = siory » I shall arrive near enough 
to throw over alittle praise.” 

My. Marshall was highly exemplary in his attention to the duties of 
relative and domestic life. Whenever he was called abroad, he never, 
either in his social, or public devotions, forgot te commend to the 
favor and blessing of God, his infirm and suffering compauion, whem 
he had left bebiad him at home. From his letters, he appears to have 
labored zealously aad faithfully to promote the spiritual interests, of 
his children ; and by his private.life, by his daily ceportment, he un- 
questionably impressed upon their minds a convicticn not.only of his 
sincere, but of his eminent piety. ~ ! 

His zeal for the honor of Christ and the prosperity of f religion, and 
his benevolence to men, were decisively evinced by his laborious ex- 
ertions to diffuse the knowledge and influence of christianity. These 
excrtions, which were generally almost, if uot wholly, gratuitous, were 
protracted to extreme old age, and were, even then, interrupted only 
by the failure of liis strength end the decay of his mental powers. To 
sereeaig the sloricus aud joyful tri iths of the gospel and to invite his 

re llow-sinners to participate In its inestimable blessings,appears to have 
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been his beloved employment. As he advanced in life, religion, instead 
of sinking in his esteem, rose in value, and he declared, in one of his 
letters, that he possessed a clearer view and a deeper conviction of the 
excellence of christianity. “1 think,” he added, ‘that, if 1 had ten 
thousand tongues, | would employ them all in preaching the gospel.” 

He was often distinguished in the pulpit, by the singularity of his 
manner and by the eccentricity of his thoughts and language.. His pe- 
culiarities were, at times, studied and intentional; but they were, 
often, wholly unpremeditated and undesigned. His aim uniformly 
was te do good, and he had imbibed an opinion, that, by his singulari- 
ties, the attention ef those who heard him, would be kept more fully 
awake, and a more lasting impression be made upon their minds. He 
was, in this respect, led astray, by what he deemed very high authori- 
ty, the opinion and example of Whitfield ; and he has been known to 
alledge, in defence of himself, the declaration of that celebrated preach- 
er, that, if he could make his audience smile, he could always make 
them weep. He never indulged himself in any thing like waggery in 
the pulpit, for the paltry purpose of producing merriment, or of ensur- 
ing adiiration, or applause. Though erroneous in his views of the 
best means of effecting his purpose, it is believed, that his governing 
obj ect was to advance the prosperity of religion and to subserve the 
best interests of those, whom he addressed. 

During a long life, he proved the worth of religion and found it far 
above rubies. It yielded him effectual support and comfort, in ever 
dark and distressful hour. When robbed by death of her, who had 
been, for half a century, his bosom friend and his beloved companion, 
sustained by the hopes of the gospel, he could triumph over the pangs 
of separation, and, in the anticipation of a joyful re-wnion, could de- 
clare “It is but saying, good night, good night. I shall see her again in 
the morning.” When sinking himself in the agonies of death, upon 
being asked, if he were willing to depart, supported. by the victorious 
power of the christian’s confidence, he could reply with alacrity, 
“ O yes.” ; : 

The talents of Mr. Marshall were far from being splendid, and his 
opportunities for mental improvement were slight. But, he employed 
his powers of mind and his acquisitions of kaowledge to the best ef- 
fect ; and having labored long for the benefit.of mankind and the hon- 
or of God, and having, through an extended life, exhibited the efficacy 
and the value of religion, he has gone, we trust, to join that glorious 
assembly, who shall shine as the brightness of the firmament; and a« 
the stars, forever and ever. 
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ON THE EXISTENCE AND INFLUENCE OF EVIL SPIRITS. 


THERE are many, arrogantly pretending to be exclusively the 
friends and adherents of a rational religion, who zealously endeavor to 
weed out from christianity every principle, which is at variance either 
with their pride, or their prejudices. Among other opinions, which 
these characters have attempted to brand with the imputation of ab- 
surdity and to subject to the sneer of contempt, is the belief which has 
uniformly prevailed in the mass of the christian wor!d, conceruing the 
existence and influence of evil spirits. ‘The opinion, that men are not the 
only class of beings, who have apostatized from holiness and been guilty 
of a foul revolt from God, they profess to regard as the persuasion of 
weak credulity,or the error of blind and doting superstition; and the seu- 
timent, that rebellious angels have any concern with this world, any in- 
tercourse with men and any agency in instigating them to acts of wick- 
edness, in hardening their mindsin sin and in preventing their return 
to God, they avowedly esteem worthy of nothing but the severest 
scorn and the bitterest derision. ‘he conviction, that there are apos- 
tate spirits, who tempt, seduce, corrupt and ruin mankind, they rank 
upon a level with the absurd, ridiculous and exploded notions respect- 
ing omens, spectres and witchcraft. ‘The popular belief upon these 
subjects endured only while no slight degree of intellectual darkness 
prevailed. Whenclearer light dawned upon mankind, the former 
opinions vanished, as unable to sustain the broad glare of day. 

But, notwithstanding the unbelief of many and the ridicule of others, 
the existence of evil spirits is certainly taught, and taught with much 
plainness in the sacred scriptures; and their power is, by no means, 
represented as fecb!e, nor is the sphere of their operations exhibited as 
of diminutive extent. 

The fall of angels, although not related ina manner, full and cir- 
cumstantial, is mentioned by two Aposiles in terms, so ample and expli- 
cit, as ought utterly to preclude doubt and to destroy unbelief. For, 
if God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast the:n down to hell and 
delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto judzment ;*— 
And the anigels, which kept not their first estate, but left their own habr- 
tation, he hath rescrved in everlasting chains, under darkness, unto the 

judgment of the grcat dzy.t nthe first of these passages, although 
there is no direct assertion to that effect, there is a distinct apd une- 
quivocal recogvition of the fact, that there are angels, who have sinned, 
It is referred to, as a truth wel! known and, onall hands, readily ad- 
mitted. ‘I'he ellusion to rebellious spirits is made to illustrate the 
sentiment, that sod will not fail to punish his enemies, and that, when 
he does it, he possesses wisdom and power, adequate to enable him te 


#2 Peter i 4. tJude 6. 























1815. Religious Communieaivons. 208 


preserve his friends from participating in their fate. The apostacy of 
apgels is mentioned in conjunction with the drowning of the world by 
the deluge, and the overthrow of Sodom and Gomerrah by fire from 
heaven. Each of these events is brought forward as equally real, as 
equally notorious, and as equally deserving of respect and confidence. 

To call in question the truth of the general deluge, from which Noah 
was saved, and of the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah, from which 
Lot was rescued, would manifest as great deference to apostolical au- 
thority, and would be a course altogether as decorous in a professed 
believer in christianity, as to doubt, or deny the apostacy of angels. 
In the latter passage a distinct and positive declaration, that there are 
rebellious spirits, who have incurred the wrath of God, is incontrovert- 
ibly contained. 

To evade the force of these passages of scripture, recourse is had 
to four expedients. We are, first, told that both the Epistles, in whieh 
they are found, are of doubtful authority, and, therefore, not capable of 
yielding substantial support to any sentiment. But, the doubts, which, 
at an early period, prevailed respecting these portions of the inspired 
volume, rested on a very slender basis and are no proof of their spurious- 
ness. ‘I'he evidence, io their favor, was such as wholly overcame the 
objections, which were raised against them, and they were, at length, 
on the most solid grounds, as has been repeatedly evinced, universally 
received, as justly claiming « place among the inspired writings. We 
are, next, informed, that, from the change in the style, the parts, in 
which the passages, which have been quoted, are found, are the most 
doubtful portiens of the respective Epistles, as if the whole must not 
stand, or fall together. It is, turther, added, that it is probable, as is 
allowed by Sherlock, Doddridge and others, that in both a quotation 
is made from some Jewish work not now extant, and it is also stated, 
that it might not be the design of the apostles, to vouch at all for the 
truth of the sentimests contained in the extract, which they made, but 
merely to argue with their readers from known and commonly allowed 
facts. But, the notion of a quotation is brought forward to account 
for an alledged difference of style between the second chapter ef the 
second Epistle of Peter, and the other parts of his writings, and to ex- 
plain the resemblance between this chapter and a part of the Epistle of 
Jude. But, Macknight remarks, that it is a well Known fact, that an 
author’s style is, to a large extent, regulated by his subject. If this be 
grand and affecting, his expressions will naturally be lofty and ani- 
mated. If, on the other hand, it be calculated to create feelings of ab- 
horrence and indignation, his language will be marked with vehemence 
and severity. He accounts for the similarity between the thoughts and 
expressions of Peter and Jude, by supposing that Jude, by divine di- 
rection, copied several passages from Peter, to give both Epistles the 
higher authority, that the condemnation of false teachers, and the ex- 
hortations, addressed to christians, might have the greater weight, 
then, and at every succeeding period. But, allowing, in both cases, 
that there is a quotation, as has been prgtended, does not each Apostle, 
hy the manner in which it is broughtforward, become completely re- 
sponsible for whatever it contains ? 
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He gives no intimation, that the beings and the facts exhibited iv: 
the extract, which he introduces, are altogether imaginary and fic- 
titious, and that the whole is employed merely for the purpose of illus- 
tration and argumeni. It is brought forward as being throughout 
sober truth, without any expression of distrust, any mark of suspicion. 
It would be clear in every other case, that the individual, whe, in such 
a manner, adduced a quotation exhibiting facts, gave them most deci- 
cively the sanction of his authority. But, the main dependence seems 
to be placed ona new translation of the word, which is rendered angels, 
substituting messengers in its stead and interpreting the passage of the 
spies, whom Moses sent to explore the land of Canaan. Now, if there 
were no other objection to this explanation, the strange anachronism 
of the sacred writer, in representing these angels as having preceded, in 
guilt and punishment, the destruction of the antediluvian world and the 
ruin of Sodom and Gomorrah, would be utterly insurmountable. To 
confound the order of events in so preposterous a mamner, as in this case 
would be undeniable, is inconsistent with the accuracy of an ordinary 
mind, and far more with the unerring guidance of the divine spirit. 
The passage in Judc is, if possibJe, more perversely interpreted, than 
that in Peter. The clause, in which it is said, that God has reserved 
apostate angels, in everlasting chains under darkness, to the judgment of 
ihe great day, is explained as implying only, that He “ punished them 
with judicial blindness of mind, unto the judgment of a great day, i. e. 
when they were destroyed by a plague.’* 

Apostate angels appear from the representatioas of scripture to be 
numerous. One is, however, exhibited as more distinguished than the 
rest and as presiding over them. He is hence denominated the prince 
of the devils, the prince of this world and the prince of the power of the air. 
Whenever allusion is made to any one, he is, therefore, mentioned, and 
whatever they perform is ascribed to him, and exhibited as the effect 
of his immediate ageucy. ‘ 

The actions of the devil, which are related in the sacred volume., 
his character, which is there described, and his exertions, against which. 
christians are often and solemnly warned to be upon their guard with 
ever wakeful vigilance, all conspire to confirm the generally received 
opinion concerning the existence and influence of evil spirits. 


* See Improved Version of the New-Testament. The Editors of this work 
offer a degree of violence to the sacred writings by their rash rejections of the 
reccived text, and by their forced and unnatural construction of passages, which 
they admit to be genuine, which, if applicd to any classical author, would sub- 
ject any commentator to the contempt and derision of the literary world. 
Nothing seems to stand in their way. Ifa passage, which lends support toan 
obnoxious sentiment, can, with any appesrance of plausibility, be construed away, 
it is glossed over. But, if it be too explicit and decisive to be obviated by a 
specivus misconstruction, it is rudely blotted from the sacred page, or it is ren- 
dered nugatory, by afiixing to it the sign of probable spuriousness. Yet, these 
men and those who accord with them in principle and spirit, boldly come fore 
ward and claim to be recognized as legitimate adherents with us of a common 
christianity, and they raise the outcry of bigotry and persecution, because we 
cannot extend the hand of fellowship to those, who haye gone aside unto anather 
sospel- 
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The temptation and fall of our first parents, as the whole is related 
in scripture, evidently display the agency and the machinations of some 
intelligent and malignant being, the rancorous enemy of human inno- 
cence and virtue and the inveterate foe of human happiness. The 
serpent could have been nething more than merely the instrument em- 
ployed by the wily seducer to accomplish his fiend-ltke design. ‘This 
serpent appears to have enjoyed perfectly the faculties of reason and of 
speech. He discusses, not trivial subjects, but the character and law 
of God, and the condition and interest of man. Nothing can be more 
absurd, than to suppose, that this subtle and corrupting adversary of 
our race, was nothing more than an irrational animal. ‘The appella- 
tion, the old serpent, which is more than once bestowed upon him, obvi- 
ously points us to satan, the archi-apostate, as the being, by whose se- 
ducing arts, mankind were plundered of purity and happines, plunged 
in guilt and invelved in misery. 

In the temptation of Christ, the existence and efforts of a ma- 
lignant spirit, eagerly bent on enticing him into sin aad, for that pur- 
pose, having recourse to every artifice, calculated to ensure him suc- 
cess, is very clearly presented to our view. It is, indeed, asserted, 
that the history of our Savior’s temptation is nothing, but an account 
of a vision, which was witnessed by him. But, the narrative of the 
sacred writer does not contain the slightest intimation, that this was the 
fact. It doesnot say, that Christ was in a vision, a dream, or a trance 
simply, but that he was strictly and actually led up into the wilderness 
to be tempted. 4t does not declare that the tempter in vision only 
came to him; but it speaks of him as truly and literally coming. The 
whole account is drawn up as a cerrect historical relation.of events, 
which indeed occurred, and, by no means, has any appearance of be- 
ing only a description of a series of mere mental impressions. Not 
ouly is the history of the temptation of Christ asserted to be a descrip- 
tion of a vision, but the account of the enticement and fall of man is 
pronounced an allegory. But, there is no circumstance in it, which 
ought to incline us to regard the relation which is given respecting the 
fall as allegorical. ‘The inspired writer wears every appearance of 
sustaining the character of a sober historian, recounting a series of um 
equivocal! facts. 

If the account both of the fall, and of the temptation of Christ be 
considered an exact historical varration, then, there are, beyond a con- 
troversy, such agents as evil spirits. But, if the one be viewed as 
simply an allegery and the other as nothing more than the delineation 
of a vision, like the one seen by St. Peter and the one witnessed by St. 
Paul, the bible must be allowed to be a collection of enigmas, to be 
little else than a book of riddles. By taking such liberties with the 
sacred volume, by considering what are plain narrations, as allegories 
and as accounts of visionary appearances, almost any thing whatever 
may be derived from that source, which ought, all must allow, to be a 
sure and hallowed fountain of religious instruction. 

The character of Satan is given by our Lord, withso great a degree 
of particularity and in such terms, as render it absolutely incredible, 

ihat he is but a creature of the imagination. “ Ye are of your father the 
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devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do: he was a murderer from 
the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. 
When he speaketh a lie he speaketh of his own : for he is a liar and the 
father of t.* “ Who ever knew a persenification conducted in sucha 
style, or a metaphorical agent characterized in such terms and with so 
much distinctness. 

Against the wiles and efforts of the prince of darkness, christians are 
solemnly and repeatedly warned to exercise unceasing circumspection 
and to.employ every precaution. Put on the whole armour of God, that 
ye may be able to stand against the niles of the devil. For, we wrestle 
not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, 
against the rulers of the darkness of this world, againt spiritual wicked- 
ness in high places.t_ Be sober, be vigilant ; because your adversary, the. 
devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, secking whom he may devour.t 
If there i is no. such being in existence as the devil, nor any such influ- 
ence exerted as that, which results from diabolical agency ; if chris- 
tians are in no danger of being ensnared by the arts of their spiritual 
foe, nor of being overcome by his allurements, it will be no easy task 
to furnish a satisfactory solution of the difficulty, which at ouce pre- 
sents itself, why, by the modes of expression adopted by the inspired 
writers, their minds should be haunted and their hearts agitated by 
imaginary and groundless terrors, and their attention diverted from, 
real and serious to visionary and harmless dangers. 

If there were ne other passage of the scripture es of truth, which taught 
the existence of evil spirits, the form and terms of that sentence, ‘by 
which all the faithless and impenitent will be doomed to utter and re- 
mediless ruin, must be altogether adequate to carry full conviction to 
every dispassionate and reflecting mind. Then shall he say also unto 
them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into cverlasting fire, 
preparedfor the devil and hts angels.§ That, on an.occasion, so awful 
and tremendous, and in terms, so solemn and terrible, mankind should 
be condemned to a place of puuishment, prepared for merely imaginary 
beings, is utterly incredible. As reasonably might it be concluded, that 
they were adjudged only to imaginary misery “and that there is mere- 
ly a metaphorical hell. 

Thou believest that there is one God ; thou docst well ; the devils al- 
so believe and tremble.|| ‘The unwarrantable supposition, that evil 
spirits are mentioned, merely in conformity to the general belief, 
and not with any intention of admitting their existence, is the only 
ground, on which the force of this text is pretended to be evaded. 

He that-committcth sin is of the devil ; for the devil sinneth from the 
beginning. For this purpose. the Son of God was manifested, that he 
might destroy the works of the devil.q This passage, it is asserted, 
contains merely a personification of the principle of evil. But, if 
this method of interpretation be received as correct it will make the 
sacred writers singularly incautious in their manner of expressing 
their sentiments, and will enable a wayward and perverse spirit to 
deduce just what it pleases from the inspired volume. 


® John viii. 44. + Eph. vi. 11, 12, 
A James ii 19. =] 1 John iii, 3. 


+ 1 Pet. v. & § Matt. xxv. 41. 
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Too numerous are the instasces, and too great is the variety of 
forms, in which the existence of apostate and malignant spirits is re- 
cognized in scripture, to admit of their being all adduced. It is also 
impossible, by any rules of construction, which would be deemed ad- 
missible with regard to any other book, to interpret the language em- 
ployed in the inspired volume in such a manner as to accord with the 
opinion of those, who discard the popular belicf upon this subject. 
To suppose that our Lord receznizes the existence of evil spirits 
so fully, ascribes many of the evils, which bis miracles removed, to 
their agency, and actually profesges to disposess them, when there 
are no such agents, and nothiug existing like demoniacal influence, and 
that it is doue either in accommodation to the popular belief or for 
ihe purpose cf having his cvies thought more wonderful, and acquire 
sreater celebrity, is a sentimeiit most derogatory tothe firmness and 


integrity of the Savior of the world, aud utterly subversive of the elo-— 
: / y to) 


ry of his character. 

W ith equal propriety might almost any other truth, which is advan ed, 
be resolved into a mere metaphor, by which something was intended, 
widely different from what the obvious and literal import of the ex- 
pressions would convey. Such a mode of exposition would make the 
writers of the sacred scriptures act a delusive part, and would render 
that book, which ought to be the plainest and the most perfectly free 
from any tendency to deceive, the most obscure and the most liable to 
lead into error. It is one of the most correct and sacred principles 
respecting the interpretation of scripture, that we are never to indulge 
ourselves in a departure from the natural, exact and literal meaning of 
the words, which are used, without the most clear and imperious ne- 
cessity. This rwe, that mode of explanation, which is employed to 
destroy the evidence in support of the existence of evil spirits, utterly 
disregards. 

There is little reason to doubt, that one, intircky ignorant of chris- 
tianity and, of course, not in the least biassed in his opiuions and feel- 
ings towards any system, if brought acquainted with the scriptures, 
would almost as readily question whether they announce the being and 
teach the government of God, as whether they exhibit the existence 
and influence of evil spirits. 

If the existence of rebellious angels is admitted, their agency in the 
concerns of this world will not be likely to be disputed. For, if that 
explanation of scripture, which accords with the denial of their exist- 
ence, be thought inadmigsible, one, which coincides with disbelieving 
their influence over men, will also be deemed unsound. A moment’s 
attentien to this point may not, however, be useless. 

According to the representations of scripture, the devil and his an- 
gels are peculiarly formidable foes to mankind. Their powers are 
extensive, and they are vigilant, subtle, insidious and indefatigable. 
They are, doubtless, often present with us and ready to take advantage 
of every circumstance, which may promise them success. They must 
be intimately acquainted with the nature aud dispositions of mankind, 
and they can adapt their allurements most exactly to the characters 
and situations of those, whom they may attempt to ensnare and corrupt. 
fn the temptation of our first parents consummate skill was displayed, 
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Not only were their pride and ambition powerfully addressed; but 
distrust of the goodness and veracity of God, and hard and resentful 
thoughts of Him, as designing to keep them in a state of ignorance aud 
deg vradation, were most artfully insinuated. In the assault upon our 
Savi ior, the appeal was made with the highest sagacity alike to the 
dust of the flesh, the lust of the eye and the pride of life. His pride, his 
appetite, and his covetousness and ambition were addressed with the 
deepest cunning. The extent of the influence of apostate spirits, is 
represented in scripture as wide and alarming. Satan is deciared to 
be the spirit that now rulcth in the children of disobedtence.* He is de- 
nominated the prinoe of this world, and the God of this world. It is 
i} further said, And the great ..ragon was cast out, that old serpent called 
mt the Devil, and Satan, which deceiséth the whole world. t He is deserib- 
ed as astrong man armed. Christians are strongly exhorted and 
fit | solemnly warned to put on the whole armeur of God, that they may be 
| able to stand against the wiles of the Devil. 

They are warned that they wreséle not against flesh and blood, but 
against principalitics and powers, against the ruler’ of the darkness of 
this world, against spiritual nackedness in high places. 'Yhey are ad- 
monished that their adversary the devil, as arearing lion, walieth about, 
seeking nkom he may devour, and are urged to be "sober, to be vigilant. 
He is said to take away the truth, which had been sown there, “out of 
the hearts of men. He is, indeed, exhibited as the grand instigator of 
of that terrible mass of wickedness which overspreads the earth. The 
various representations upon the subject, are very far from countenanc- 
ing the opinion, that the influence of malignant spirits is slight and: 
trivial. They impel us to regard it as wide ‘and fearful. 

How the great enemy of human virtue and happiness accomplishes 
his direful purposes, we are not taught. It is not unlikely, however, 
that the imagination is the principal inlet, by which his temptations 
reach the heart and become fatally efficacious. He can, doubtless, 
suggest ideas to the mind and present images before tbe fancy. In 
what manner spirits maintain intercourse with each other, or with man- 
kind, we know not; but of the fact, there can be no doubt. Satan is 
said to have prompted David to number the Jewish nation; he is de- 
clared to have inspired Judas with the thought of betraying his Lord ; 
and he is stated to have insinuated into the mind of Ananias and Sap- 
phira the impious scheme of fraudulently keeping back a part of the 
avails of the land, which they had sold, while they ostensibly brought 
the whole and laid it at the feet of the Aposties. By his suggestions 
our spiritual adversary can invest sin with a fascinating garb and 
cause duty to wear a repulsive and forbidding aspect. By the attrac- 
tions, in which he presenis it before the imagination, he can strongly 
allure the heart towards iniquity ; and by the effensive represe ntation, 
which he can give of the efforts and self-denial, which it demands, he 
may excite an inveterate dislike of holiness. 

By his efforts the most subtle and ensnaring objections against truth 
and duty may be raised in the mind, and the most plausible arguments jf 
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and the most artful and corrupting excuses may be brought forward in 
behalf of error, impiety and guilt. By such expedients he may per- 
vert the principles, stupify the conscience and harden the hearts of the 
irreligious. By his suggestions he may annoy and distress the pious, 
may perplex their consciences with unreasonable scruples, agitate their 
minds with groundless fears and idle doubts, and torture them with 
profane and blasphemous thoughts, and pollute the fancy with unhal- 
Jowed and sinful imaginations. 'The devout disciple of Christ, there is 
ample reason to conclude, often experiences the pairful effects of his 
malignant and formidable endeavors. ‘The following remarks of Dr. 
Young, in support of this opinion, deserve serious attention and high 
respect. “ The holy scripture is frequent in asserting, that the devil is 
actually and perpetually conversant among us; his end and business 
being to seduce, deceive and destroy. Nor can there be a greater 
human demonstration of this truth, than this instance of our thoughts 
with regard to the contemplation of eternal happiness, wherein their 
slackness, avocations, startings, wanderings and interruptions are so 
unaccountable, so contrary to their nature and manner of attention, 
when applied to worldly objects, that they cannot seem to receive their 
conduct from any principle, either voluntary, or mechanical, that is 
purely within ourselves, but from the extrinsic influence and injection 
of that evil spirit. And accordingly we find him charged with this 
very fact of snatching away good thoughts from the heart of man. And, 
indeed, if men but grant, that there is such a power, and that he can 
tempt us (which if we deny we must cease to be christians,) the other 
follows of itself: for the region of the soul, in which the devil, forges 
his wiles to deceive us, is the imagination and his manner of working 
is by forming images, or exciting motions there, which become the im- 
mediate matter of eur thought ; and his time of working is then particu- 
larly, when he percieves our minds are religiously disposed, for then 
he is most afraid of losing his hold on us. And thence comes to pass 
(what I fear all of us have perceived,) that at the season of devotion, 
a languor and inattention often comes over us, which we feel neither 
before nor after ; for then especially he attempts our imagination, and 
throngs it with foreign matter.”* The conduct of mankind often has 
becn, and still is frequently such, so outrageous and infatuated, so utter- 
ly repugnant to all the dictates of reason, so completely at war with 
all the demands of their honor, interest and happiness, so directly in 
opposition to their convictions, and their purposes, and vows, that it 
seems impossible to ascribe it to the frenzy, or the dotage of human 
passions, not goaded and urged on by some foreign influence, and 
nothing appears adequate to be considered its legitimate parent, except 
the instigations of that malignant foe to the virtue and happiness of 
our race, who is ever, to the utmost of his power, enticing and impel- 
ling them on to guilt and wretchedness. 

‘here is nothing any more unreasonable, or ridiculous in the opin- 
ion that there are apostate spirits, than in the belief, that there are 


* True Rstimate of Human Life. 
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apostate men. Nor is it a sentiment either incredible, or deserving of 
contempt, that they should be determined foes to God and malignant 
enemies to other beings, or that, for great and benevolent purposes un- 
der the divine government, they may be allowed to tempt and to seduce 
maskind. Men are often seen displaying a spirit nearly akin to the 
temper which actuates the powers of darkness. They are frequently 
fond manifesting clear indications of decided enmity to God and ran- 
corous hostility to their fellow-creatures. 'They are often beheld de- 
fighting in mischief and busied in the fiend-like employment of corrupt= 
jug and destroying mankind, of blighting their hopes of joy on earth- 
and blotting cut their prospects of bliss in heaven. No one can be so 
absurd as to suppose, that malignant passions are preperties of matter 
and, therefore, more likely to be found in fallen men, than in rebellious 
spirits. ‘hey are qualities of mind and are, therefore; as reasona- 
bly anticipated, in immaterial beings, as in those, who tabernacle in 
flesh. 

If there are evil spirits, the error of disbelieving their existence is an 
error, attended with no little danger. If they actually exist, and if 
they possess that degree of influence, which is ascribed to them in 
scripture, no incousiderable portion of the peril, to which mankind are 
exposed, arises from their eXertions. But, against danger, from a quar- 
ter, in which we are persuaded that there is no ground for fear, we 
shall naturally be entirely off our guard and shall, therefore, be liable, 
with peculiar ease, to be overcome and involved in ruin. ‘To disbe- 
lieve his existence is, of course, giving the great enemy of Gur souls an 
opportunity of exerting himself to ensure our final destruction, while 
we are wholly at eas¢ as to his wiles, and use not a single precaution to 
preserve ourselves from being perplexed and ensnared by his artifices, 
and iured on, by his enticements, to perdition. 

‘The imagination should be guarded with peculiar and unremitted 
care. Through this avenue eur souls will, doubtless, be principally 
assailed. If this department of the mind, therefore, be not vigilantly 
watched and faithfully defended, it will often be occupied by the sug- 
gestions of the great foe of all good, and through it the heart will be 
powerfully attacked, and frequently seduced into sin, if it be not en- 
tirely corrupted and hardened, and we undone forever. It we allow 
the imagiuation to dwell upon the gratification, derivable from illicit 
indulgences, we shall lay ourselves open to the blandishments of 
pleasure, and to the arts of the grand adversary of our virtue and peace, 
and shall almost infallibly be seduced inte open sin, and enticed on to 
ruin. Against giving the faucy liberty to rove through forbidden re- 
gions and to picture the various species of sinful enjoyment, which are 
there to be found, we cannot feel too strong apprehension, we cannot 
exercise too steady and scrupulous care. ‘Ihis wild and active facul- 
ty of the mind, we cannot lay under too strict and rigid restraint. 

Vain and fallacious reasonings against truth and duty ought also to be, 
at once, indignantly spurned. ‘To the insidious suggestions, that sin is 
but slightly crimival and will not involve the sinner in rain, that the 
christian differs but little, if at all, from others, that religion does not 
require those high aims aud those haly motives and affections, and that 
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exact and conscientious tenor of conduct, which are often pronounced 
indispensable, and that the benevolence of God must ensure to every 
jiuman being an exemption from final wretchedness, the mind ought 
pot to listen fora moment. ‘They should be instantly discarded with 
abhorrence, as the work of the arch-deceiver, and pregnant with error, 
and guilt, and death. . | 

T'oo great a share of wisdom and power ought not te be ascribed to 
the prince of darkness. Mighty as is his strength, acute as is his sa- 
gacity aed wide as is his influence, each has its limits. His endeavors 
can extend no further than God sees it best to permit. He is subject, 
at every moment, to the inspection of the divine eye and to the control 
of diviae providence. He is restrained by an Almighty arm, and can 
go only to the length of that chain, by which he is bound. All his 
efforts too shall be made to subserve ends, which he neither designs, 
nor suspects. — = & on 

The temptations of the great enemy of all righteousness afford no 
justification, no excuse for human guilt. No man is esteemed unde- 
serving of blame, or an « ject of commiseration, because he merely 
suffered another to entice him into sin, and did not rush forward to the 
commission of iniquity, without the aid of a seducer. The devil can 
but suggest sin to the mind, and suggest it with a tempting aspect and 
under an alluring garb. He possesses no compulsory power over the 
affections and determinations o. mankind. Nor are his temptations 
invincible, They may be withstood. Resvst, says divine inspiration, 
resist the devil andhe mill flee from you. But, he can be effectually re- 
sisted only by aid from on high. Let each individual, then, remem- 
ber, that he is emphatically in an enemy’s country. Let him remem- 
ber, that constant care, that eagle-eyed vigilance is necessary to his 
safety. Let him, therefore, take to himself the whole armor of God; 
and by humble and fervent prayer implore heavenly assistance. 
Then, although the grand foe of God and man assail you, his efforts 
will be in vain. Over all his wiles and all his endeavors, you will be 
sure of a victory; or, if occasionally foiled in the conflict, you will not 
fail of an ultimate and glorious triumph. 


— 7 aa 
ON THE INCONSISTENCIES OF THE ENEMIES OF RELIGION. 


Every individual must be aware how utterly impossible it is to sat- 
isfy a perverse and captious spirit. Dislike will be evinced, whatey- 
er course is pursued ; and the man, whose sour and querulous temper 
lies at the foundation of his discontent, will censure, at one time, what 
he praised at another. If an entire change take place in the object of 
his aversion and reproach, it will not correct the evil ; he will stil] £0 
on to condemn and revile. 

Few can have failed to observe the gross inconsistencies, which 
often mark the opinions and conduct of men of the world with regard 
both to religion and its meen” te rank absurdities, with whick 
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they are frequently chargeable, might well excite not merely surprise, 
but wonder ; and might justly expose them not only to pointed ridi- 
cule, but to the lash of indignant satire, and to all the severity of stern 
invective and cutting reproof. But, so serious and awful is the sub- 
ject, and so tremendous and deplorable are the consequences, which 
they are drawing down upon themselves, that the mind, gifted with 
faith and alive to the tender feelings of compassion, must be inclined 
not to laugh, but to weep, not to deride their folly, but to pity aud la- 
ment their infatuation, and not to load them with bitter reproach, but 
to address them in the language of sober argument, and of solemn and 
affectionate entreaty. 

The spirit of censure and inconsistency respecting religion and its 
adherents, is not of recent origin. It made its appearance in the days 
of our Savior, and every age since has witnessed its operations and 
felt its influence. And the Lord said, Whereunio then shall I liken the 
men of this generation ? And to what are they like? They are like 
unto children sitting in the markct-place, and calling one to another, and 
saying, We have piped unto you, and ye have not danced ; we have mourn- 
edunto you, and ye have not wept. For John the Baptist came neither 
ecling bread, nor drinking wine ; and ye say, Hehath a devil. The Sor 
of man ts come eating and drinking ; and ye say, Behold a gluttonous man, 
and a mine-bibber, a friend of publicans and sinners. With regard to 
the doctrines of religion, this restless and complaining temper is ofter 
displayed. Principles, directly the reverse of eaeh other, and by re- 
jecting either of which, the other becomes at once firmly established, 
are equally objects of hatred and reproach. Against the sentiment, 
that God governs the world, with a view to the accomplishment of 
some grand design, and in accordance with some settled scheme of 
providence, those bitterly inveigh, who would experience an equal de- 
gree of hostility to the position, that blind accident is the sole arbiter 
of events, and that, devoid of any intelligent control and direction, alk 
that is passing upon earth presents but a scene of wild and lawless an- 
archy. ‘There are many, to whom the doctrine of the divine immuta- 
bility is a highly obnoxious truth, who would yet declaim with ardor 
and vehemence against the acknowledgement of a changeful and fickle 
Deity. 

The same inconsistency, which is eften apparent with regard to the 


principles of religion, is frequently observable in the sarcasms and the’ 


ceusures, which are lavished on the characters and conduct of profes- 
sed christians. Whatever mas be the temper of mind, which they 
manifest, and whatever the tenor of conduct, which they maintain, 
they aresure not to escape obloquy and derision. ‘The fervor of vital 
godliness, the warmth of real piety is readily confounded with the 
strange fire of enthusiasm. ‘The timidity of an enlightened conscience 
and the firmness of unbending integrity are easily mistaken by the su- 
perficial and jaundiced observer, for the kindred forms of superstition 


and bigotry. If christians are ardent in their religious affections, if 


their bosoms glow with zeal for the honor of God and their Savior, if 
ihey evince a deep concern for the prosperity of religion and the im- 
mortal welfare of their fellow-men, if the services and consolations of 
rcligion appear to yield them rich and heart-felt joy, and if their views 
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and their hopes seem elevated above the world ; they are decried as 

the dupes of enthusiasm and their piety is pronounced the mere reverie 

of a heated and misguided imagination. If they exhibit indications 

of a spirit bordering upon coldness and indifference, they are declared 

shallow pretenders to a belief in christianity and to an acquaintance 

with the influence of vital religion. “ Genuine piety” it is added 

«could not leave the mind so senseless and frigid. It would take 

stronger hold of the affections and animate the heart with morc intense 

solicitude and ardent love.” If they are singularly decided and un- 

wavering in their sentiments, and resolute and firm in their adherence 

to what they believe to be the voice of duty, they are condemned as 
bigots. But, if, actuated by a less stern and determined spirit, they 
manifest a more mild and accommodating temper and are as indulgent, 
as asense of duty will at all allow, to the conduct and opinions of 
others, they are denounced as men whose minds are utter strangers te 
principle and whose lives are directed by other considerations, than a 
strict regard for the dictates of conscience. If they are most strictly 
conscientious, if they are deeply afraid of being conformed to tie 
world and following it in its forgetfulness and disregard of God, in its 
thoughtless unconcern with relation to futurity, and in its neglect of 
sobriety in conduct and moderation in attachment, they are proclaimed 
morose, gloomy and superstitious beings. Ifthey are less nicely scrupu- 
lous and are ready to conform, in a degree, to the manners of the world, 
and to share occasionally in these pleasures, which it boldiy asserts to 
be innocent, they will be reviled as hypocrites. ‘ See,” it will be 
said, ‘“‘ see how christians act ; see what a spirit they evince. They 
talk of being raised above the vanities of the world, of being spiritually 
and heavenly minded. But, after all their vaunting, they love the 
same objects, they relish the same gratifications with others. Notwith- 
standing all, that they may say of their religion, their hearts are like 
the hearts of others and they are precisely such beings, as the rest of 
mankind.” If they are liberal in their contributions for the promotion 
of pious and benevolent objects, if they give the utmost which could be 
claimed from them, and even surpass every anticipation, which 
could be reasonably formed, the whole is decried as mere ostentation, 
But, if they are less munificent, than may be thought completely in 
their power, the cry ef avarice is raised. ‘They are declared to care 
nothing about religion ; gold is pronounced their God, and their coffers, 
their heaven. 

But, instead of pursuing this train of thought and observation, we 
shall confine ourselves to a single example, illustrative of the contra- 
dictory and absurd opinions respecting religion, which are to be found 
among those, who are hostile to vital godliness. Let no one suppose, 
that we are here dealing in fiction. Often have we been made ac- 
quainted with facts like those, which we shall now exhibit, 

‘here are many who condemn with severity and load with the bit- 
erest reproach meetings for religious services, which are held in the 
evening. ‘They never mention them but with a sneer, and with 
probrious appellation of ntght meetings. They decry the 
arly exposing the virtue of those, who attend ther 
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count, which has ever come to their ears, of misconduct, committed on 
such occasions, whether it be true or false, is brought forward with an, 
air of triumph and laid to their charge ; as if mankind, at no other time 
could be guilty of iniquity. These very individuals, however, whe 
entertain. so, deep rooted an antipathy to night meciings fer religious 
purposes, manifest no very violent aversion to night meetings with any 
other object in view. Those, who preiend to be strongly afraid to ven- 
ture themselves, or to trust their children and domestics at a religious. 
conference, till eight, or nine o’clock, manifest no very intense appre- 
hension, with regard to the injury they may sustain, if detained till, 

midnight in a ball- -room, or at a party of pleasure, in viewing the tricks, 
of a mountebank and juggler, or in listening to the licentious sentiments 
aod surveying the corrupting scenes, which the theatre often supplies. 

The devotees also of festive indulgence and fashionable dissipation, 
and the votaries of more vulgar diversions are not reproached for 
spending their evenings in a very irregular and censurable manner, as 
if time passed in social devotion and. in hearing the great truths of reli- 
gion explained, its motives exhibited. and its duties enforced, were 


more likely to corrupt the principles and to undermine the morals of: 


mankind, than that, devoted to idle and suspicions amusements, or to 
almost bachavnalian revelry. ‘To hear some persons talk, you would 
be well nigh ready to conclude, that they are so solicitous respecting 
the virtue of their children and servants, and of those placed under 
their care, that, at dusk, they would close their windows and bolt their 
doors, lest corruption should eater their dwellings and contaminate 
their families. You would suppese, that no one would be suffered to 
stir abroad, without a vigilant and trusty guardian to afford security 
and protection. But, if 5 you loek at their ‘conduct you will discover, 
that they give themselves ver y little concern with regard to their ex- 
emplary morals, their strict virtue, any farther, than is requisite to 
support an unblemished reputation. , 

Some individuals, who have decried meetings in the evening for re- 
ligious services, that they might avid seeming to dislike religion itself, 
have been known to declare, ' that they should make no objections to 
such meetings, if they were only attended in the afternoon, A change, 
conformable to, their wishes was adopted and. such an arrangement 
made, as they pretended, that they should approve. The next thing, 
however, which was heard, was, that to attend on religious exercises, 
except. on the Sabbath, is an ipfringemeat of the injunction, six days 
shalt thou labor, aud that it is the duty of mankind to devote the whole 
week, except the sacred season of.rest, to business and toil. But, to 
pass over the clear perversion of the divine command, poorly do the 
persons in question act up to their pretended belief. They neither 
maintain an uninterrupted course ef laborious exertion themselves, nor 
do they exact it of others. ‘They allow hours and days to be wasted 
without uttering a complaint. They are spent in sluggish inactivity 
or in scenes of fashionable dissipation and folly, and not a word of cen- 
sure is called forth; while if a far inferior portion of time be devoted 
to religion, it is condemned with severity. It would seem as if it w ere 
their. opinion, that almost the only method, in which time can be mis- 
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$3815. Selected Articles. 22t 
spent is occasionally passing an hour in services akin to the employ- 
ments of angels and glorified spirits in heaven, and suited to harmonize 
the soul for the duties and the joys of that bright and happy world. 

Those, who reproach and deride meetings in the evening for reli- 
gious worship, as night meetings, however they may disguise their feel- 
ings to their own minds, are actuated by sheer enmity to religion. 
Night meetings for religious purposes and for religious purposes only, 
they abhor. Itis the object, to which they are devoted, which con- 
taminates them and renders them so. objectionable and odious. It is, 
therefore, the religion, which these meeting are designed to promoie, 
at which their hatred is ultimately pointed. 

Those, who are guilty cf eagerly seizing every opportunity to cen- 
sure religion and its frieuds, have the most solid ground for remorse and 
alarm. If they will closely and fairly scrutinize the spirit, which ac- 
tuates them, they will discover, that it is a spirit of rancoreus hos- 
tility te divine truth and vital piety. ‘I'hey will learn, that not the 
character of religiop, nor generally that of its adherents, but their own 
rank corruption, their desperate depravity lies at the foundation of 
their dislike and their reproaches. ‘They will obtain full and melan- 
choly conviction, that the carnal mind ts enmity against God ; and that 
this enmity is the guilty and direful temper, which fires their hearts. 
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Selected Articles. 


ON THE SABBATH. No. Vik 
The Sanctification of the Sabbath. 


Ev my last number, after briefly showing what is implied’ by remem- 


dering the Sabbath day, and what is meant by keeping it holy, 1 proceed- 


ed to specify some of the appropriate duties and services of holy time ; 
viz. serious medtation, praycr, and self examination. 
remark, 


4. That some portion of every Lord’s day ought to be spent in read- 
1 Whether the time de- 
voted to this object shall be one hour or two, or five, or more, in any 
particular case, it is obvious, that no general rule of duty can be laid 
The rule must necessarily vary according to 
circumstances. Those persons who have the whole day to themselves, 
can read more than the heads of young families, who are bound to de- 
vote a very considerable portion of the Sabbath, to the care and in- 
The healthy can read more than the weak 
and infirm, and those who live near the house of God, more than others, 
who live at a considerable distance, if, in each case, they regu- 


ing the Scriptures and other religious books. 


down with exactness. 


struction of their children. 


arly attend public worship. 


I now proceed to 
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999 Selected Articles. JULY, 
‘The same person, also, has much more time for reading en some 
Sabbaths, than on others. On one Sabbath, it may be his plain duty to 
spend more time than usual io prayer ; the next in religious conversa- 
tion; and the third in attending public worship; in each of which 
cases, he will have less time for reading. Nor have sickness and 
heaith, whether personal, or among friends, Jess influence in varying 
the rule of duty. If] am confined to my bed with a fever, or if my 
family is sick, it is plain that Lam not required to do what God in his 
providence has rendered impossible. 

But, although no invariable rule can be given, it is certain, that 
reading, or hearing the Scriptures read, should employ some part of 
every persou’s time upon the Sabbath. Sickness, unless it be extreme, 
furnishes no exception. Every sick person has friends or attendants, 
who can read to him; and his being sick is an additional reason why 
he should turn his most serious attention to that blessed volume, in 
which Life and immortality are brought to light. Mf the lively oracles. 
may vot be neglected on any other day, without incurring the Divine 
displeasure, much less may they be neglected upon the Lord’s day. 

How glorious, how precious, is the light of revelation! See how 
bright it shines upon this fallen and benighted world! It is the Bible, 
that reveals to. us the perfections of its infinite Author. It is the 
Bible, and no other book, that informs us how a sinner can be justified 
before God. It is that holy volume, which points us to the Lamb of 
God, which taketh away the sin of the werld—that speaks to the tremb- 
ling believer, son, daughter, be of good cheer, thy sins be forgiven thee— 
that contains a balm for every spiritual wound, a cordial for every 
sorrow. Itis the Bible, that guides the steps of the weary pilgrim, 
through the wilderness of this world, and sheds the light of heaven 
upon the darkness of the grave ;—a light which pierces the thick gloom: 
of the valey of the shadow of death, and directs the eyes of the believ- 
er to realms of eternal day. Animated by the hopes which the Bible 
authorizes, supported by its consolations aud promises thousands have 
triumphed in their last cold agonies, and begun their eternal song be- 
fore their flesh and heart entircly farted.. 

And shat such a book,—shali the most precious gift of God to men, 
next to that of his Son, ever be laid out of sight for one day ? Shall! 
such a treasure be lightly esteemed by fallen man ? How worthy to be 
kept every hour-at his right hand! How much more precious, than all 
the gems, that ever glittered in the crown of royalty! It is said, that 
Alexander the great, falsely so called, took the works of Homer along 
with him in all his wars, and every night laid them with his sword, up- 
der his pillow. How much more worthy are the Scriptures to be near 
eur hearts. Let the Bible, then, be our most intimate companion. 
Esnecially let the perusal of it always find a place in our early pre- 
parations for the Sabbath. Let all the time on Saturday evening, 
which is not employed in other religious duties, be spent ia reading it. 
Let it be read in the morning, before public worship, then during the 
intermission, and agaiu after the public services of the day are con- 
cluded. Let the texts selected by the preacher be carefully ex- 
amined. Let all iruths be treasured up ig the memory. Let the fruits 
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of righteousness abundantly testify, that the good seed has taken 
deep root in good ground. 

It would be very easy to specify a great number of religious books, 
within almost every person’s reach, which may undoubtedly be read 
upon the Lord’s day, provided they do not encroach upon the time; 
which belongs to the Bible. ‘The Bible must ever have the pre-emi- 
nence. It must be read first, and read more than any other book or 
books. It is only when we have time to spare from the Scriptures, that 
we may attend to the writings of pious uninspired men, upon the Sab- 
bath. 

5. The Lord’s day is to be sanctified by a regular and devout at- 
tendance upon public worship. 
knowledgements are due to the Author of all good, isa dictate of 
natural religion. It is well known, that the heathen, almost every where; 
have, from the earliest times, had their appointed seasons of meeting to 
worship their gods. But not to insist on the example of pagans, though 
it might well shame multitudes who call themselves Christians,ve have a 
more sure word of prophecy, to which let us diligently take heed. The 
law was appointed of old to be read in the synagogues, every Sabbath 
day. And surely, if the priests were bound to read, it was the duty of 
the people to assemble and hear. Indeed, an express command of God 
to the Jews, was, Ye shall keep my Sabbaths, and reverence my sanctua- 
ry. ‘Todo this, his people have in all ages accounted one of their 
highest privileges. I was glad, saith David, when they said unto me, 
Let us go into the house of the Lord. Our feet shall stand mniihin thy 
gates, O Jerusalem. Jerusalem is builded as a cit 'y, that is compact to: 
gether, whither the tribes go up, the tribes of the Lord, unto the testimony 
of Israel, to give thanks unto the name of the Lord. In what plaintive 
Strains does the same holy man lament his exclusion from the sanctua- 
ry. How amiable are thy tabernacles,O Lord of hosts ; my soul long- 
eth, yea even fainteth, for the courts of the Lord. My heart and wy flesh 
cricth out for the living God- Blessed are they that dell in thy house : 
they will be still praising thee. For a day spent in thy courts is better 
than a thousand. 

It would be easy to show, did the time permit, that the Apostles, 
and other primitive Christians, assembled statedly for religious wor- 
ship, upon the first day of the week, which has been proved to be the 
Christian Sabbath. See John xx, 19, 26; Acts xx, 7; and 1 Cor. 
xvi, 1,2. Nor must I omit to refer the reader to Luke iv, 17, where 
the ‘Evangelist informs us, that our Divine Lord, as his custom mwas, 
went into the synagogue, on the Sabbath day. Strictly accordant w ith 
the requisitions of the law, the custem of the pious Jews, and the prac- 
tice of Christ and his Apostles, i is the following exhortation of the in- 
spired writer to the Hebrews. Let us consider one another to provoke 
unto love and good works ; not forsaking the assembling of ourselves te- 
gether, as the manner of somets. I will not spend time in proving, 
what the history of the church puts beyond all controversy, that the 
most eminent servants of God have, from that day down to the present, 


highly valued the blessings of public worship. 
If, then, we regard his authority, who igstituted the Sabbath ; if our 


That frequent and solemn public ac- 
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feclings and desires are akin to those of the sweet Psalmist of Israel ; if 
we regard the example of Christ; if we desire to walk in his steps, 
aud participate in the bliss, of those pious men and women, who have 
gone to their heavenly rest, we shall reverence the Lord’s sanctuary, by 
a conscientious and solemu attendance on public worship. Nay, unless 
some should choose to be more heathenish than the heathen themselves, 
they will not fail to unite, regularly, in public acknowledgements for 
the mercies which they daily and hourly receive. 

But, alas, how many such heathens are there, in this land! How 
many who have been baptized into the name ¢f the adorable Trinity, 
live and die, in sight of the Lord’s house, where they are never seen, 
unless it be used for a secular purpose, and then only to mingle in the 
strife of party politics! How many more have taught us not to expect 
them in our solenin assemblies, except when summoned by the voice 
of death, in the removal of some near friend, or excited by curiosity to 
hear- a new preacher, or an occasional sermon. How many saunter 
and sleep away half the Sabbath at home, and then bless themselves 
for obliging us with their presence a part of the day. How many sit 
down. to eat and drink, after the morning service, and rise up to play. 

Surely no candid reader will inter, from the preceeding observations, 
that, in the opinion of the writer, absence from public worship can 
never admit of a scriptural justification. God certainly no where re- 
quires of his creatures according to what they have not. Whien a per- 
son is confined to his room with a broken bone, or to his bed with a 
consumption, he plainly is not required to go out. Nor if he is so se- 
riously indisposed, that he would be in great danger of increasing or 
prolonging his distemper. But some people are visited with a sort of 
intermittent or periodical disease, which comes on almost every Sab- 
bath, and goes off by Monday morning. We see and hear of them, 
every where, six days, but on the seventh they are confined. Now, it 
ought to be solemnly remembered, that it is not every slight complaint, 
which can excuse u8S from waiting upon God in his house. If we 
should feel able to expose ourselves as much, ona week day, and for a 
worldly purnose, the excuse is vain. If we are not so ill that we 
should be obliged, for that cause alone, to decline an invitation to din- 
ner, or a tea-party, the excuse Is vain. 

Again; I shall readily admit, that drenching rains in summer, and 
drifting snows in winter, may sometimes render it hazardous for persons 
in health, especially females, to go out on the Lord’s day. But it is 
not every threatening cloud, or fog, nor even every considerable fall 
of rain, or snow, that can be pleaded asa sufficient excuse. If out 
souls long for the house of the Lord, it is certain we shall not be de- 
tained from public worship by trifles. When any doubts arise, in re- 
gard to what is duty, let us look to God for direction. He giveth liber- 
ally and upbraideth not. 

The excuse which some people make for not attending public wor- 
ship. that they have not decent clothes, is, I believe, in nine instances 
out of ten, invalid. This excuse is not unfrequently the offspring of 
pride. If those who make it, had the ernaments of a meck and quiet 
spirit; they would be contented with and thankful for such apparel as 
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they have. As for those, who are really destitute, it is certain that 
most of them might clothe themselves decently to appear in the house 
of God ; because many actually do se, with means quite as scanty, and 
laboring under embartassments quite as great, as they possess. The 
cause of their alledged inability is to be found in their idleness, ia their 
tavern-bills, or in the marks, that stand against the initials of their 
names, on the shelves and walls of dram-shops. 

‘No the question, What portion of holy time ought to be appropriated 
to public worshtp ? no ptecise atiswer, perhaps, can be given. Gen- 
erally, it has been found convenient to meet twice every Lerd’s day. 
in compliance with this arrangerient, it is the duty of all, who are in- 
terested in it, to attend both services. ‘Till we hear the pious members 
ef our churches complain, that the practice interferes with other duties, 
it is worse than triflitg for persons, who Aegteét other duties, to plead 
that they have not time for this. If in some extensive and thinly set- 
tled parishes, it is found very inconvenient, during thé cold season, to 
meet more than once on the Lord’s day, the rule of duty is changed ; 
and it is changed again, if, in cities and other compact settlements, it 
is found, that the interests of Christ’s kingdom are promoted by three 
stated services. God has left this matter, as he has many other things, 
to be regulated by his people, according to circumstances. When, 
with a due regard to these, they decide upon meeting once, twice, or 
three times, on the Sabbath, it is the duty of all concerned, to acquiesce 
in the arrangement, and to honor it with a cheerful attendance. 

6. Some part of the Lord’s day may very prefitably be spent in re- 
ligious conversation. The advantages of such conversation arte many ; 
but I can only find room just to mention two or three. _ | 

It brightens the intellect and warms the heart. Iron shar'peneth iron, 
so man sharpeneth the countenance of hts friend. Did the hearts of the 
two disciples burn within them, when going to Emmaus? It was the con- 
versation of Christ, which kindJed their affections into a holy flame; and 
though no man ever spake like him, multitudes of Christians can testify, 
from their own experience, to the sweetness of religious conversation.— 
How often has it revived their languishing graces. How happily has it 
contributed to clear up their doubts, and te urge them forward in the 
race set before them. | 

_ Such conversation tends, also, thére than almost &ny thing else to 
fix divine tfuth inthe memory. Every one must have observed, how 
much easier, and how much longer, he retains what is imprinted in this 
way, than what he finds in books. Religious convVersation, then, 
should spontaneously grow out of every subject, to which our atténtion 
is called, upon the Sabbath. Let us avail ourselves of its enliveiing 
and warming influence. Let it be familiar in our families. Let it fall 
up the intervals, which are not oceupied by any of the duties already 
mentioned. Let it engage our thoughts and affections, in going to and 
returning from public worship. It will prevent the intrusion of evil 
thoughts. It will, by the-blessing of God, make us wiser and better. 
It will, if we are Christians indeed, make us happier for the time ; and 
this holy communion will contribute not a little to prepare us for the 
high felicity of eternal converse with saints and angels in heaven. 
E2 

































































226 Selected Articles. Avc- 


t.. The pious instruction of children, is a plain arid important duty 
of the Sabbath. I regret, that I have room for little more than the bare 
mention of a subject se important. Children should be taught from 
their cradles, to esteem the Sabbath a delight, the holy of the Lord honor« 
able. It is then, that parents are most at leisure, and that they should 
take particular pains to explain the use and importance of the Sabbath; 
that they should catechise their children and domestics ; should require 
them to Jearn and repeat prayers, hymns, and portions of Scripture ; 
should make them acquainted with the perfectious of God, their own 
sinfulness, and the necessity ef their being made new creatures in 
Christ, to prepare them for that glorious Sabbath, in the world above, 
which will have no end. . 

I might infer, from all that has been said in this and the preceding 
number, that social visits, on Saturday afternoon, are generally im- 
proper, because they tend rather to dissipate than compose the thoughts ; 
that the reason why seme Christians find so much occasion to lament 
their coldness and leanness, is that they do not remember the Sabbath ; 
and that so far from its being an idle day, it will be found by those who 
pray and read the Scriptures, and spend as much time in other reli- 
gious duties as they ought, a day not less occupied than any other in 
the week. 

But I must not enlarge, further than merely to suggest, how pleasant- 
ly and profitably the sacred hours must pass with those, who keep 
the Sabbath holy. What blessed communion must they enjoy with 
the aderable Trinity! What rapid proficiency must they make in 
the knowledge of the Scriptures. How fast must they grow im 
grace, and ripen for heaven. May such be the course, such the happi- 
ness of the writer, and of.every reader. 


“In holy duties let the day 

In holy pleasures pass away, 

How sweet a Sabbath thus te spend 
In hope of one that ne’er shall end.” 


y e Yy. Z.—Pane 
a "aim = 
ON SPIRITUAL ENJOYMENTS. 


Men scoff at spiritual enjoyments, and deem them visionary. But 


-what think they, then, of the happiness of heaven? Is it not spiritual, 


the result of intimate communion with the blessed God, and of entire 
conformity to the holiness of his nature ? and must not that be supposed 
the most perfect and exalted happiness of which human nature is ca- 
pable, which the all-sufficient God reserves to be the everlasting re- 
ward of his children and his friends ? 

Man is that link in the chain of beisg which connects the animal’ 
with the angelic nature. Compounded of both natures, he is capable, 
in his present state, of pleasures suited to both. It would be absurd, 
therefore, we grant, to deny him those of the animal kind under theixx 
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proper regulations ; but how much more absurd (even by how much 
the joys of aa angel must be supposed superior to those of a brute) to 
refuse him such as are spiritual? That men should practically es- 
teem the former better than the latter, is asad proof of the corruption 
of the human heart ; that they should cooly plead for the unjust deci- 
sion, and thus mistake their degradation for their privilege and their 
interest, demonstrates that, in the fall of man, the head has suffered 
equally with the heart.—-Ch. Obs. 
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i. ‘* American Unitartanism : or a Brief History of The Progress and 
Present State of the Unitarian Churches tn America,” Compiled from 
Dosuments and Information communicated by the Rev. James Freeman, 

D. D. and Wiliiam Wells, jun. Esq. of Boston and from other Unita- 
rian Gentlemen in this country. By the Rev. Thomas Belsham, Essex- 
Street, London. Extracted from his “ Memcetrs of the Life of the 
Reverend Theophilus Lindsey,” printed in London, 1812, and now pub- 
lished for the benefit of the Christian Churches in this country, without 
note or alteration. Third Edition. Boston: Nathaniel Willis. 
1815. pp. 48. 

2. A Letter to the Rev. Samuel C. Thatcher, on the Aspersions, contained 

| in a late Number of the Panoplist on the Ministers of Boston and the 

Vicinity. By William E. Channing, Minister of the Church of Christ 
in Federql-Street, Boston. Third Edition. Boston: Wells & Lilly. 
1815. pp, 36. 

< Latter to the Rev. William E. Channing, on the subject of his 
Letter to the Rev. Samuel C. Thatcher, relating to the Review in the 

Panoplist of American Unitarianism. By Samuel Worcester, D. D. 
Pastor of the Tabernacle Church, Salem. Second Edition. Boston : 
Samuel T’. Armstrong. 1815. pp. 36. 

A, Remarks on the Rev. Dr, Worcester’s Letter to Mr. Channing on the 
“ Review of American Unttartanism,” in a Late Panoplist. By Wil- 
liam E- Channing, Minister of the Church of Christ in Fedcral-Street. 
Second Edition. Boston : Wells & Lilly, 1815. pp. 39, 

5. A Second Letter to the Rev, William E, Channing, on the subject of 
Unitarianism. By Samuel Worcester, D. D. Pastor of the Taberna- 
cle Church, Salem. Second Edition. Boston: Samuel T. Armstron re 
1815. pp. 44. 

6. easels on American Unitarianism.” By Amana. Also twe Let- 
ters to Dr. Priestly. By the Rev. A, M. Teplady, Late. Vicar of 
Broad Hembury, Devonshire. Boston ; T @. Bangs. 1815. pp. 36. 

7. Are you a Christian or a Cabinist? or Do you prefer the authority of 
Christ to that of the Genevan Reformer ? Both the form and spirit of 

these Questions being suggested by the Late Review of American Unie 
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tariantsm in the Panoplist, and by the Rev. Mr. Worcester’s Letter ia 
Mr. Channing. To which are added some Strictures on both thosé 
works. ByaLayman. Boston: Wells & Lilly. 1815. pp. 72. 

8. Remarks on the Rev. Dr. Worcester’s Second Letter to Mr. Channing 
on American Unitarianism. By William E. Channing, Minister of 
the Church of. Christ in Federal-Street. Boston: Wells & Lilly: 
1815. pp. 48. 

®. The Catholic question at Boston ; or an attempt to prove, that a Cal- 
winist 1s @ Christian (according to the proper signification of those 
Names.’ Containing also More Remarks on American Unitarianism, 
and a reply to a Lagyman’s Enquiry, “ Are you a Christian or a Cal- 
vinist 7” By Amana. To. which is added, TFhrec Letters on Mr. 
Tompkins’ “ Calm Enquiry.” By the Rev. James Hervey. Boston : 
R. P. & C. Williams. 1815. pp. 115. 

40. Cursory Remarks on the Rev.. Dr. Worsester?s Second Letter on the 
subject of' the Trinity. By a Layman, Author of the Language of the 
Scriptuxe, vespecting Christ, &c. Boston : John Elliot. 115. pp. 14. 


Never is the great enemy of human virtue and happiness more to 
be dreaded, than when he puts oa the guise of an angel of light. 
Never is error more dangerous, than when it shelters itself under the 
semblance of truth, when it professes not to have adopted the princi- 
ples and not to entertain the views, which are laid to its charge. Its 
open are far less formidable, than its insidious efforts. The first can 
be met and repelled ; the latter are able well nigh to elude opposition. 
Any event calculated to teay away the disguise from those, who are 
covertly endeayoring to disseminate unsound principles, and who aim 
at the subversion of orthodoxy, must, therefore, be regarded as ayspi- 
cious to the interests of christian truth and piety. An exposure of 
their real sentiments and designs is necessary to awaken the suspicions 
of the public and to inspire a jealousy of exertions, otherwise of a very 
dangerous tendency. We cannot, therefore, but regard the controver- 
sy, which has recently arisen, at Beston, oa the principles and ebjects 
of a majority of the mivisters ig that town aud of many others ia the 


vicinity, as an occurrence highly favorable to the religious interests of 


our country ; deeply as, we readily allow, the bitterness of contention 
and the harsh aad sinful feelings, which are excited by the mutual re- 
criminatioas aad censures, which toe frequently attend theological, az 
well as other, discussiens, are to be deplored, 

The principal part of the clergy of Boston have, for some time beem 
considered, by no smalk pertion of the public, as having departed 
widely from the true doctrines of the Gospel, and as having verged 
far towards downright Socinianism. ‘hey have also been viewed as 
aimiag, by every expedient in their power, to diffuse their sentiments, 
in every direction, to the utmost possible extent. Charges of the 
above character have been often alledged against them, and they have 
uniformly and boldly been pronounced the offspring of misrepresenta~ 
tion and calumny. These ministers have, however, 4 along carefully 
refrained from an explicit avowal of thtir actual belief. They have 
rather pretended that they did bot essent-asiy vary from the geyerally 
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received opinions, and have insisted often and loudly on the necessity 
of an unlimited indulgence to every species of religious sentiment. No 
man, they have confidently asserted, has a right to call in question the 
christian, or ministerial character of another, on account of his belief, 


- whatever it may be, provided he but profess to embrace the christian 


religion. ‘They have thus contended for unhounded liberality, have 
anathematized creeds, have endeavored to depreciate the value of 
sounduess in the faith and have labored to brand with the odious impu- 
tation of bigotry and censoriausness all, who did not feel themselves 
at liberty to be as tolerant to all kinds of tenets, as they might require. 
The obvious tendency of thus depressing the importance of correct 


principles must have been to thraw those, who have listened to 


them off their guard, as te their ultimate aim, and to prepare them to 
regard with a more patient and favorable spirit and to adopt with less 
reluctance any sentiments, which may be advanced. By professing to 
contend for the privilege of free inquiry and for the right of private 
judgment, and by declaiming warmly against intolerance and persecu- 


‘tion, they have made a powerful appeal to popular prejudice and pas- 


sion ; aud they have exhibited themselves iu an imposing light, as the 
champions of some of the mast dear and sacred immunities of mankind. 
‘Khey have presented themselves before the public as men of an ingen- 
nous and noble spirit, and entirely free from a self-sufficient and 
domineering temper, ‘They have professed, that it was their sole wish 
that their fellow-men should examine and think for themselves; and 
they have seemed ready to admit, that they themselves are as likely 
to be in the wrong as these, who dissent from them, and that others have 
as just ground for;exe¢luding them from their fellowship, as they, on 
their part, can have for/proceeding to such an arrogant and reproachful 
measure. By having been in their professions thus liberal and indul- 
gent, they have avoided the necessity of making unpleasant avowals, 
avowals which would have excited the suspicions and fears of many and 
which would have caused not a few well-meaning individuals, who have 
heen deluded by their cant of cander and charity, to have abandoned 
them. They have alse enlisted on their side the lax and unprincipled, the 

oud and the opinionative, who, provided they can be recognized as 
sound and judicious christians themselves, or as not being the dupes of 
aby gross, or dangerous error, are ready to become the zealous parti- 
zans of those by whom they are thus highly complimented. 

The discussion, which has been occasioned, in consequence of the 
publication of the Pamphlet, which stands foremost in the list, pre- 
fixed to this article and of the Review of it, which appeared in the 
Panoplist, has produced disclosures of very high consequence, and will 
probably be the means of drawiug forth others hereafter, -of no little 
value. It has compelled the men, in question, to throw off their dis- 
guise and, insome good degree, to avow their sentiments. The war- 
fare, which they must maintain with orthodoxy, must hereafter be open 
and direct, instead of being covert and insidious. Those, who in fu- 
ture adhere to them, must do it under a full persuasion of what the 
actually are, and no one will be liable ary langer to be led astray by 
celusive pretences. 
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In our examination of the several pieces, which we have enumerat- 
ed, we by no means design to furnish a full and critical analysis of 
each. Some of them are not worth the labor, which would, in that 
case, be requisite, and the miscellaneous character of our work forbids 
our occupying so large a number of pages, as would be unavoidable, 
with any single subject.. Indeed, we know not but by some, an apolo- 
gy may be thought necessary for calling the attention of our readers to 
the publications before us. We are aware, that, im most cases, a debate 
of so local a character as that, which we propose to examine, would, 
except with here and there an individual, possess little interest abroad. 
But, this, we apprehend, is not the fact, in the present instance. The 
Unitarianism of Boston and the vicinity is diffusing itself to the utmost 
possible limits, through the country, and it threatens the most serious 
injury to the interests of divive truth and vital religion. Haviog un- 
der its contro] one of the most distinguished, and in some respects the 
first, of the literary Institutions ef the United States, it enjoys great 
and alarming advantages for enlarging its influence. Dr. Freeman 
long since hoasted that some seeds of this pernicious error were sown 
in Vermont, and more recently we have witnessed efforts, which have 
been made to obtain for it a footing among us, ‘The public, we are per- 
suaded, cannot but feel a deep interest ia the subject, and we deem it 
highly important that they should know the extent and character of the 
evil, and the danger to which they “are exposed, that they may guard 
against it with adequate solicitude and vigilance. | 
The facts coptained iv the History of the Unitarian churches in A+ 
merica were derived from unquestionable sources. ‘S‘hey were com- 
municated in letters, written by Unitarian Getitlemen in Boston well 
acquainted with the subject, in unreserved confidence and obviously: 
without the most distant expectation, that they would ever be publish- 
ed to the world, By what motives Mr. Belsham was induced to give 
them to the public, we pretend not to conjecture. ‘They are certainly 
ealculated to do his friends very little credit, and their tendency must 
be adverse to the interests of the party. Of this its leaders seem to 
have been pot insensible. The publisher of the pamphlet, in an appropri- 
ate introduction, notices the endeavors, which were made to limit as 
much as possible the circulation of the work, from which his selection 
was taken, and the actual concealmentof it, for many months, if not for 
years. He also by copious extracts from his Review of Wilberforce’s 
Treatise exhibits at length Mr. Belsham’s confession of his belief, 
in which he very explicitly gives the outlines of the Unitarian faith. 
This exposition of the Unitarian system is entitled to the higher confi- 
dence as it comes not from any ordinary individual, but from a man, 
who, poorly as, in our view, he graces that “bad eminence,” stands yn- 
questionably at the head of the sect in England, and must be regarded; 
as no common autherity, by its adherents and partizans in this coun- 
try. Would our limits permit, we should gladly present Mr. Belsham’s, 
creed entire. We must however content ourselves with giving, in a 
summary manner, the purport of the several articles, which are partic. 
ularly worthy of aitention. 
Mr. Belsham’s belief is, that God has placed the human race in cir. 
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cumstances of frailty and danger, the natural consequence of which, in 
their progress through life, is the contraction of a certain degree of ; 
moral pollution, which exposes them to a proportionate degree of mis- | 
ery here, or hereafter :—’'I'hat there is, upon the whole, a very great ih: 
preponderance of good in general, and, with few, if any exceptions, in 
every individual in particular :~T hat the proportion of virtuous habits ee 
in the worst characters exceeds that of vicious ones ‘— i‘hat we may 
certainly conclude, that mone of the creatures of God, in any circum- | 
stances will ever be made eternally miserable :—That, since the specu- 
lations of philosophy would commonly terminate in the disbelief of a 
future existence, God commissioned Jesus of Nazareth to teach the 
universal resurrection of the dead, and by his own resurrection to ex- 
_emplify his doctrine :—That the wicked will be raised to suffering 
'_ with the same system of habits and feelings, with which they descend- 
ed to the grave; but, since eternal misery for temporary crimes is in- 
consistent with every principle of justice and since a resurrection to in- 
definite misery, to be succeeded by annihilation, is a harsh supposition, 
we conclude, that the sufferings of the wicked will be remediat, and 
will terminate ip a complete purification from moral disorder and in 
their ultimate restoration to virtue and happiness :—'T hat the extraor- 
dinary and miraculous powers of the Apostles are, in the Scriptures, 
called the Spirit of God and the Holy Spirit, that a new creation, re- 
generation, sanctification, rising from the dead and the like, denote ou! 
the change, attendant upon the calling of Jews and Gentiles to the sin« 
cere profession ef christianity, and that, as conversion was usually 
produced by the evidence of miracles, the new creation, regeneration, 
sanctification, or passing from death unto life, is, in this sense, ascribed | 
to the spirit of God :—T hat the converted Gentiles are said to be for- 
given, reconciled and saved, because allowed to participate in the bles- 
sings of the new dispensation :—That the death of Jesus is called a 
propitiation, because it put an end tothe Mosaic economy, that it is 
Called a sacrifice, because it is a ratification of that new covenant, by 
/ which a resurrection to immortal life and happiness is promised to all 
the truly virtuous, aad that believers in Christ are said to have redem 
tion through his blood, because they,are released from the yoke of the 
ceremonial law and from the bondage of idolatry :—'That the Scrip- 
tures are improperly styled the word of God and were not written un- 
| der a plenary inspiration :—That the observance of the Sabbath is no 
_ longer obligatory, that to a true christian every day is a Sabbath, eve- 
ry place is a temple, and every action of life, an act of devotion, and 
_ that whatever is lawful, or expedient on one day of the week, is equal- 
ly lawful and expedient on any other day :—That, although Jesus is 
| Now alive, as we are totally ignorant of the place where he resides 
| and of the occupations in which he is now engaged, there can be no 
' proper foundation for religious addresses to him, nor of gratitude for 
| favors now received, nor of confidence in his future interposition in our | 
' behalf.* 
, _ A further and more recent account of what are the principles of 
, Unitarianism we find queted by Dr. Magee, ip the appendix to his 
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work ou the Atonement, page 510, from Mr. Belsham’s Calin Inquiry 
tnto the Scripture Doctrine concerning the person of Christ. “'The Uni-” 
tarian doctrine is that Jesus of Nazareth was a man, constituted in all’ 
respects like other men, subject to the same infirmities, the same igno. 


rancé, prejudices and frailties’—that he was born in low circumstances | 


having no peculiar advantages of education, or learning.”-—« The 
Unitarians maintain, that Jesus and his Apostles were supernaturally 
instructed, as far as was hecessary for the execution of their commis. 


sion, that is, for the revelation and proof of the doctrine of eternal life! 


and that the favor of God extended to the Gentiles equally with the 
Jews: and that Jesus and his Apostles, and others of the primitive be) 
lievers were occasionally inspired to foretei future events. But they | 
believe that supernatural inspiration was limited to these cases alone 
and that when Jesus, or his Apostles deliver opinions upon subjects un 
connected with the object of their mission, such opinions, and the} 
reasonings upon them, are to be received with the same attention anc 
caution with those of other petsons in similar circumstances, of similar 
education, and with similar habits of thinking.” : 
Our Savior, we are here informed, was simply aman, and subjec 
to the common infirmities, ignorance, prejudices and frailties of our na 
ture; the sole object of his mission was to reveal and confirm the doc | 
trine of eternal life and to teach that the favor of God was extende: 
equally to Jews and Gentiles; that supernatural inspiration was confi 
ned extlusively to the ohject of his mission and te the occasional fore: 
telling of future events; that the opinions and reasonings of Christ an 
his Apostles are, on all other topics, of no higher value, than those 0 
any person on a level with them in cifctinstantes, education and habit) 
of thinking; and that, of course, as Dr, Magee remarks, the opinion! 
and reasonings of our blessed Lord, excépt with regard to the doctrint 
of a future life, and the extension of the divine favor to the Gentilex 
are entitled to no more deference, than those of any other person of cb! 
ecure birth, narrow circumstances and scanty information. : 
The following is given as Mr. Lindsey’s Creed. 


There is One Gp, one single person who is God, the sole Creator and Sote. 
teign Lord of all things. | } 

The holy Jesus was a man of the Jewish nation, the servant of this God, high! 
ty honoured and distinguished by him. 

The Spirit, or Holy Spirit, was not a person or intelligent being, but only th 
extraordinary power or gift of God, first to our Lord Jesus Christ himself in hi 
life time, and afterwards to the Apostles and many of the first Christians, 1! 
impower them to preach and propagate the Gospel with success.* 7 


Unitarianism of this low character has been introduced and widely 


diffused at Boston and in the vicinity, and, by degrees, though it is 11 


be hoped by very slow degrees, it has been extending itself, in differ 
ent directions, through the country. Denying, as it does, the absolut! 
divinity of the Sen and Spirit, and removing, of course, the basis ¢ 
the christian’s hopes, the atehement and intercession of the Savior, av 
the renewing operations and the gracious assistance of the Holy Spiii! 


4 


® Memoire of Lindsey p. 212. 
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znd blotting out those great truths, which are calculated to touch the 
conscience and to operate upon the fears of the sinner, his native 
and entire depravity, the deep malignity and the infinite demerit of 
sin, and his just and constant exposure to final perdition ; it is suited to 
accomplish the deplerable work of enfeebling their sense of obligation 
aid, of course, depressing the gratitude, cooling the love, and detracting 
from the excellence and undermining the consolations of the pious, while 
it imparts a vain-cenfidexce and a fearless presumption to the wicked. 
A very considerable period has already elapsed, during which the 
efforts of the friends ef Unitarianism have been vigorously employed 
at Boston and in the vicinity. As early as the year 1786, the Rev. 
Dr. Freeman, who is the most conspicuous character in the publica- 
tion before us, as possessing the most extensive information on the sub- 
ject, of which it treats, and as animated with the warmest zeal, and 
who appears to have led the way in the sad departure from the princi- 
ples of the Fathers of New-England, which has taken place, had pre- 
vailed upon the Episcopal Congregation, which worshipped in the 
Stone Chapel, to receive an altered Liturgy, a liturgy so changed, as 
to be, in the opinion of the Kev. I. Smith, “perfectly Unitarian.” Dr. 
Freeman, on account of his unseund principles, found it impossible to 
obtain Episcopal erdination. This inconvenience, however, was rem- 
ided, by his being ordained, in contempt of ecclesiastical order and of 
the uniform practice of the christian world, by his own congregation, a 
congregation too, which, to make the proceeding more glaringly pre- 
posterous, still continued nominally Episcopalian. This ceremony was 
performed on the 18th ef Nov. 1787. This congregation, we afterwards 
find declared to be the only one professedly Unitarian in N. England. 
Dr. Freeman in a letter written, it appears in the year 1796, or 1797, 
describes with a considerable degree of minuteness, the exertions which 
were made and the arts which were employed to diffuse Unitarian 
principles, and the extent to which those principles had been extended. 
‘* Though it is a standing article of most of eur social libraries, that nothing 
ef a controversial nature should be purchased, yet any book which is presented 
is freely accepted. I have found means, therefore, of introducing into them 
some of the Unitarian Tracts with which you have kindly furnished me. There 
are few persons who have not read them with avidity ; and when read, they can- 
not fail to make an impression upon the minds ef many. From these and other 
causes, the Unitarian doctrine appears to be still upon the increase. I am ac- 
gUainted with a number of ministers, particularly in the southern part of this 
state, who avow and publicly preach this sentiment. There are others more 
€autious, who content themselves with leading their hearers, by a course of ra- 
tional but prudent sermons, gradually and insensihly to embrace it. Though 
this latter mode is not what Lentirely approve, yet it produces goed effects, 
For the people are thus Kept out of the reach of false opinions, and are prepar- 
ed for the impressions which will be made on them by more bold and ardent 
successors, who will probably be raised up when these timid ¢haracters are re- 
moved off the stage. In the eastern part of this State, or what is called the 
District of Maine, the Unitarian doctrine also makes progress, as Thave just 
been informed by a worthy and judicious minister from that quarter. The 


Clergy are generally the first who begin to speculate : but people soon follow, 
Where they are so much accustomed to read and enquire. 

“ Th the accounts which I give you of the state of religious opinions in this 
country, I always endeavour not to exaggerate, sensible that every zealous man 
{and I confess that L am zealous) is naturally disposed to rate his own party as 
highly as he can, It is possible that Unitarianism may be losing ground in ong 
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quarter while it-is gaining it in another, and that I may not perceive or may not 
attend to the furmer. Indeed, { confess and lament that the opinion is scarcely 
known in the largest part of this vast Republic. It flourishes chiefly in New- 
England ; but not much in Connecticut, Rhode-lsland, New- Hampshire, and the 
western counties of Massachusetts. A few seeds have been sown in Vermont, 
and an abundant harvest has been produced in the vicinity of Boston and the 
counties directly south of it. In Pennsylvania, much may be expected from the 
iabours of Dr. Priestley.” pp. 22, 23. 

Dr. Freeman here declares very distinctly, that the efforts of many 
of the ministers, who had adopted the Unitarian sentiments, were wi- 
ly and clandestine ; that instead of openly and honestly avowing their 
belief, and laboring to conviuce their congregations of its truth, by 
strength of argumeat and the testimony of scripture, they carefully 
concealed their opinions and their olject, and, in a covert manuer, en- 
deayored to lead them on insensibly to those notions and prejudices, 
which, before they were aware of what was doing, should prepare them 
to embrace in full the tenets of Unitarianism. 'L'o this course, of which 
he professes not entirely to approve, it seems no very difficult task to 
reconcile his mind, on the ground, that “it produces good effects.” Dr. 
Freeman appears to have entertained high anticipations of the success 
of the Unitariau cause, anticipations, which, bappily for the moral and 
rcligious interests of our country, have been but imperfectly realized. 
in Vermont the seeds, which had been sown, very fortunately, have 
not yielded an abundant increase. We Know not of a single congrc- 
gation in the State, which, even now, is nominally Unitarian. Those, 
who have embraced this system of opinions and whe have been ready 
openly to profess and defend it, have been so insignificant, either in 
peint of character, or talents, or of both, that their countenance and 
support may justly be deemed a calamity to the cause, which they 
have attempted to patronize and maintain. Other parts of the pam- 
phlet before us, will evince how largely, ia other quarters, the calcu- 
lations of Dr. Freeman have been disappointed, and in what respects 
they have been fulfilled. 

' Next to Dr. Freeman, the most important information is furnished 
by William Wells, Esq. ‘na letter to Mr. Belsham. 'I'his letter con- 
tains intelligence of a much later date thau any afforded by the cor- 
respondence of Pr. Freeman, aud brings the progress of Unitarianism 
down to a very recent period. We know that Mr. Wells enjoys no 
incousiderable share of reputation as a man of understanding and a 
scolar, amd from his standing iu life and his means of information, re- 
liance may safely be reposed upon his representations respecting the 
sect, to which he belongs, and amovg whom he occupies so conspicuous 
a place. ‘Ibis letter will furnish seme striking examples of the loose 
and inaccurate manner in which a man of inteHigence and of learning 
cap think and write, and of the dominant influence, which vulgar opin- 
ions and prejudices may acquire over even his mind. It will alse 
give us an insight into the actual character of Unitarianism, not ofteu 
to be gained. We shall present the letter almost entire. pp. 43,--46. 

A number of young men who have taken their bachelor’s degree now reside, 
at Cambridge as theological students. Several of them are the sons of men of 
fortune, some, as far as I can judge, of superior talents ; and aliure pursuing 
their professional studies with a zeal which is well directed by the very worthy 
and learned Dr. Ware, professor of divinity, and Dr, Kizkland the president, and 
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an honesty which is entirely unfettered and unbiassed by any system whatever. 
We have to contend here, as you in England, for the first principles of protes- 
tantism, but I see ng reason to fear that the ensuing generation will be destitute 
of able champions for the right of private judgment. 

With regard to the progress of Unitarianism, I have but little to say. Its 
tenets have spread very extensively in New-England, but | believe there is only 
one Church professedly Unitarian. The Churches at Portland and Saco, of 
which you speak, hardly ever saw the light, and exist no longere Vhe Mr. 
Thatcher who was formerly a Member of Congress, and the Judge T. whom 
Mr. Merrick mentions, are the same. He is one of the Judgcs of our Supreme 
Court,an excellent man and a most zealous Unitarian. He is now on the circu.t 
in this town, and tells me he is obliged on Sunday to stay at home, or to hear 2 
Calvinist Minister. He is no relation to our friend. 

Most of our Boston Clergy and respectable laymen (of whom we have many 
enlightened theologians) are Unitarian, | Nordo they think it at all necessary 
to conceal their sentiments upon these subjects, but express them without the 
least hesitation when they judge it proper. 1 may safely say, the general habit 
of thinking and speaking upon this question in Boston, is Unitarian. At the 
game time the controversy is seldom or never introduced into the pulpit. TI ex- 
cept the Chapel Church. If publications make their appearance attacking Uni- 
tarian sentiments, they are commonly answered with spirit and ability ; but the 
majority of those who are Unitarian are perhaps of these sentiments, without 
any distinct consciousness of being so. Like the first Cliristians, finding no sen- 
timents but those in the N. T. and not accustomed to hear the language of the 
N. T. strained and warped by theological system-makers, they adopt naturally 
a just mode of thinking. This state of things appears to me so favorable to the 
dissemination of correct sentiments, that I should perhaps regret a great degree 
of excitement in the public mind upon these subjects. The majority would e- 
ventually be against us. The ignorant, the violent, the ambitious and the cun- 
ning, would carry the multitude with them in religion as they do in politics. 
One Dr. M. in acontest for spreading his own sentiments among the great body 
of the people, would, at least for a time, beat ten Priestleys. Not to dwell upon 


the consideration, that Unitarianism consists rather in not believing ; and that 


it is not more easy to gain proselites to absurd opinions, than to make them 
zealous in refusing to believe. With what arms, when the mulijtude are the 
judges, can virtue and learning and honour contend with craft and cunning and 
equivocaton and falsehoed and intolerant zeal ? Learning is worse than useless, 
virtue is often diffident of her own conclusions, and, at any rate, more anxieus 
to render men good Christians, than to make them Ckristians of her own denom- 
mation; and that self-respect, which is the companion of virtue, disdains ta 
meet the low cunning of her adversaries, or to flatter the low prejudices of her 
judges. I think then it must be assumed as an axiom, thata persevering cone 
troversy upon this questien, would render the multitude bigoted and_persecut- 
ing Calvinists. ‘Then come systems and cathechisms in abundance. Every con- 
ceited deacon, every parishoner who has, or thinks he has, a smattering in the- 
ology, becomes the inquisitor of his pastor. In such circumstances learning and 
good sense have ne chance. They cannot be heard, 

The violent party bere have chosen to meet their opponents upon very unfa- 
vourable giound. Instead of m.king it a cause of orthodoxy against heresy, 
they have very unwisely preferred to insist upon a subscription to articles or 
faith. ‘This has given great offen¢e to many who are dispased to be in favour of 
their creed, and thrown them into the opposite scale. Dr. Osgood is really ortlia- 
dox in sentiment, but a noble and determined supporter of the right of privatz 
judgment, and on the best possible terms with our Bostontriends. This is also 
the Case with the venerable Dr. Lathrop of West-Springticid, Mr. Palmer's 
frend, and many others. In shert we are now contending for the liberty of bc- 
ing Protestans, If we can persuade the people (aud we stand upon advanta. 
§eous ground) that we have the right to think upon religious subjects as our 
consciences and the scriptures direct, things will go on well. Learning, good 
serse, and virtue, will then prodvce their natural ctlects, and just modes of think- 
aS Spe subjceis ef this natore, as upon all others, will necessarily prevail, 
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That Unitarianism has enlarged its influence at Boston and in the vi- 
cinity, so as to answer the utmost hopes, which its partizans, many 
years ago, could have ventured to indulge, we think, decisively proved 
by the testimony of Mr. Wells. “ Most of our Boston clergy and res- 
pectable laymen are Unitarian.” “I may safely say, the general habit 
of thinking and speaking upon this question in Boston, is Unitarian.” 
Mr. Belsham himself tells us, “If I am not greatly misinformed, di- 
vine worship in mapvy of the principal churches at Boston, is carried 
On upon principles, strictly, ifnot avowedty Unitarian.” p. 38. 

The expectations of Dr. Freeman with regard to the prosperity of 
Unitarianism in the District of Maine, have proved grossly fallacious. 
Mr. Wells informs Mr. Belsham, that the churehes at Portland and 
Saco, “ hardly ever saw the light, aad existno longer.” Mr. Oxnard, 
whose labors are represented as having been highly efficacious, we 
have been very credibly informed, never possessed any considerable 
weight of character, or any important degree of influence, and he wes 
never able to make any serious impression upon the public mind. The 
society at Saco, was merely one of those temporary associations, 
which often start up in various parts of the country from the zeal of 
some active and influentia! individual, or from some ground of lecal 
dissension, which having vo bond of union and no foundation for per- 
manence in the priaciples and piety of their members, presently de- 
cline and disappear. 

Dr. Priestly appears to have anticipated very extensive effects from 
his exertions in this country. “ Indeed, my coming hither promises,” 
he says, “ to be of much more service to our cause, than [had imagin- 
ed.” “In Pennsylvania,” says Dr. Freeman, “ much may be expected 
from the labors of Dr. Priestley.” How just these calculations were 
proved by experience, Mr. Belsham informs us, 


Dr. Priestley’s personal ministry in the United States was attended with ve- 
ry little apparent success. In Northumberland, where he resided, he collected 
but few proselytes ; and in Philadelphia, where the chapel in which he preach- 
ed was at first crowded with the principal characters in the United States, he 
was afterwards for some reason or other almost deserted. Yet here his labours 
were not wholly ineffectual. Since Dr. Priestley’s dececse a small, but highly 
respectable congregation, has been formed, in which, tilla regular ministet 
can be procured, a few of the most intelligent and best informed members con- 
duct the service by turns; and the society, upon the whole, is increasing, though 
some who once professed zeal in the cause have turned their backs upon it. The 
Unitarians in Philadelphia are now erecting a chapel for religious worship, to 
which many of different persuasions have contributed liberally. pp. 25, 24. 


Tn Connecticut the only open efforis to diffuse the principles of Uni- 
tarianism, have been made by two clergymen, who became proselytes 
to those principles, the Rev. J. Sherman, and the Rev. A. Abbot. 
"T'hey were both, soon after avowing their change of sentiment, obliged 
io relinquish the stations, which they had occupied. Any mischief, 
which they may have caused to the interests of orthodoxy in the res- 
pective societies, in which they labored, will soon, it is believed, if it 
be not already the case, cease to be visible. Mr. Belsham details at 
Jength the case of Mr. Sherman and gives a history of his exertions in 
the cause of Unitarianism, since separated from his former charge. 
The circumstances respecting Mr. Abbot are given ina long note. Mr. 





















































WES Rn Se ea a Pie cl ana aly eb otal, 2? 


_. 4 —_ a 








os ree WOM 8 fame 


ee 
~~ 


‘7 


‘” 


Ja 


vr or. 





i316, Review. 237 


Belsham deals out against the opponents of Kir. Sherman, without re- 
serve, those harsh and reproachful epithets, in the use of which he is 
sO distinguished anadept. They are “ his igrorant and malignant per- 
secutors,” and he “ falls a victim to bigotry, ignorance aad intolerance.” 
He also tells us of “the inquisitorial spirit exerted by the bigoted 
clergy,” aud of “his unrelenting adversaries.” Mr. Sherman, in the 
mean while, is “the upright, conscientious enquirer after truth,” and a 
“worthy confessor” and a “ christian confessor.” — Mr. Belsham is, in 
some measure, excusable for the feelings which he manifests, having 
probably seen only Mr. Sherman's representation of the affair. It 
would, however, have certainiy been as decorous to have spoken in 
terms less decided and bitter of the objects of Mr. Sherman’s censure, 
at least, till he had an opportunity of learning whatthey might alledge 
in their own vindicatior. ‘To us, who happen to have known person- 
ally something of these transactions at the very time, when they were 
taking place, Mr. Sherman appears in a very different light, from 
that, in which he is exhibited by Mr. Belsham’s represcotations. = In 
our estimation, he very poorly merited, at any period, the noble charac 
ter of a “ christian confessor.” He was in his spirit, in no ordinary de- 
gree, self-confident, bold and impetuous, We fiave no doubt, that he 
was firmly persuaded of the truth of his new opinions, and we have as 
little doubt, that his inquiries, which led to this change of sentiment, 
were far from being conducted under the influence of that humble and 
dispassionate temper, which becomes those, who are engaged in search 
of the truth. He possessed considerable talents, chiefly of a popular 
cast, and many amjabie and interesting qualities were combined in his 
character. But, his conduct, since his adherence to the doctrines of 
Unitarianism, has eviaced either the instability of his moral ard reli- 
gious principles, or the baleful tendency, in his case, of the Unitarian 
system. Over the degradation and ruin of any man, and much more 
of a man once respected, and beloved and useful, he must be an iron 
hearted being, who could exult. Mr. Sherman’s fall is to us, we trust, 
a subject of sincere and heartfelt regret. But, we must be permitted to 
say, and so ample is our authority ‘for the asse rtion, that we make it 
without any fear of contradiction, that such is now his character, that 
he confers no honor on the cause, which he espoused, and that Unita- 
rians have occasion raiher of shame, than of triumph on account of their 
prosely te. , 
If, as Mr. Belsham admits, the ministers, with whom Mr. Sherman 
was in connexion, had an unquestionable right to judge of the truth and 
importance of their own opinions, where, if they were firmly convinc- 
ed, that they were of momentous consequence. and that the tenets of 
Mr. Sherman were of a dangerous and fatal tendency, could be the 
guiltof admonishing his congregation of the peril, to which they were 
exposed by listeniug to his instructions, and of endeavoring by fair and 
honorable means to remove the crroneous guide, that a more sound and 
salutary teacher might take his place? yp hat recourse was had to 
measures discngenuous and unwarrantable, we have yet tolearn. Mr. 
Sherman it should, however, be remembered. was dismissed from his 
charge, not by a Consociation, nor by an ex- parte coune 3 but by a 
eoncil mutually chosen by himsclf and his friends. 
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With regard to the case of Mr. Abbot, Mr. Belsham adopts a more 
temperate strain, than he employs, with respect to that of Mr. Sher- 
mau. But, the grounds taken by Mr. Abbot inhis own vindication 
are utterly untenable. The pretence, that there was no Consociation 
in the coauty of Tolland is wholly unfounded, and the allegation, that 
to it, allowing its existence, Mr. Abbot was not amenable, is a sheer 
evasion. A Consociaticn actually existed, although no eccasioa for 
summoning it together had occurred for years; and Mr. Abbot, by 
having in an official character recorded and attested certain acts, 
which recognized its existence, must have been aware of the fact. By 
the very circumstance of becoming the Pastor of a consociated church, 
he became, according to invariable usage, of course, subject to the ju- 
risdictior of the Consociation. On the reproach, cast upon the Conso- 
ciation, of pretending to infallibility and on the exhibition of Mr. Ab- 
bot as a persecuted confessor. we forbear to remark now, as we shail 
have abundant occasion to notice things of this sort, in the course of 
this Article. 

Such is our information, that we feel ourselves fully warranted, in 
stating that the friends of orthodoxy in the western part of the state of 
New-York, feel little, or no alarm from the apprehension, that Unitari- 
anism will spread in that quarter. One of the Unitarian ministers in 
that region, “ has,” to use the language of our informant, “ chilled him- 
self to death, by his own artificial frost.’ “The pride of sect in a 
few foreigners is” he adds, “ the sole cause, that the cangregation at 
Oldenbarneveld,” a congregation, to which Mr. Sherman ministered 
for some time, after his removal from Connecticut, “ yet has a name to 
live.” 

Perhaps the most alarming circumstance in the progress of the prin- 
ciples of Unitarianism in this country, and that, which claims the deep- 
est regret, is the predominant influence, which they have acquired in 
Harvard College. The attempt to intioduce these sentiments into that 
Institution was made upwards of twenty years since. Of the manner, 
in which the attempt was made, Air. Belsham has informed us. 


As afurther means of diffusing the important doctrines of the proper Uni- 
ty of God, and the simple humanity of Jesus Christ, Mr. Lindsey madea pre- 
sent of hisown and of Dr. Priestley’s Theological Works to the Library of 
Harvard College, in the University of Cambridge in New-England ; for which, 


as a verv valuable and acceptable present,’’ he received the thanks of the Pres- 


ulent and Fellows. These books were read with great avidity by the students. 
But though there is great reason to believe that the seed thus sown took deep 
root, and that in many instances it produced an abundant harvest ; and though 
Many persons ¢mMinent for rank and talent in the New-England States openly 
avowed the Unitarian creed, 1t does not appear that any numerous societies of 
Christians have hitherto followed the exumple of the congregation at the 
King’s Chapel in making a public pretession of the Unitarian doctrine. pp,15, 16. 


On the present state of the Unitarian interest ia the environs of Bos- 
ton and of the prospects, which it cxjoys of a still wider diffusion in Har: 
vard Cojlege, and thence throughout the country, Mr. Belsham fur- 
nishes the following paragrap! : 


In the state of Massachusetts, and particularly in the environs of Boston, the 
great cause of Christian trut: is miking a silent: bat rapid and irresistible proe 
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gress. From the inquisitive and liberal spirit which prevails in the University 
of Cambridge, which has never been checked at any time, but which there is 
reason to expect will receive every requisite aid and encouragement from the 
present learned and accomplished Principal Dr. Kirkland, the happiest con- 
sequences may be expected to ensue. p. 37. 


The first part of the letter of Mr. Wells affords clear proof of the 
prevalence of Unitarianism, in that important Seminary. The full 
and warm approbation which he bestows upon the manner, in which 
the studies of the young men, whom he mentions, are directed, plainly 
shows what he is persuaded will be the issue of those studies. From 
studies, pursued under the direction of Dr. Ware and of Dr. Kirkland, 
and with “an honesty unfettered and unbiassed by any system what- 
ever,” he plainly anticipates a supply, for the ensuing generation, “ of 
champions for the right of private judgment ;” in other words, defenr- 
ders of the principles of Unitarianism. ‘The youth who may go forth 
from this Institution, will probably, except here and there an. exem;t 
case, go forth with their minds tainted with the poison of Socinianism, 
and prepared to countenance and support, if not zealously to defend 
and propagate its doctrines. No man, whose heart is warmed with zeal 
for the Gospel of Christ and the honor of his Saviour and with soli- 
citude for the best interests of his fellow-men, can fail to regard with 
deep concern the present state of so important a Seminary ; a Seminary, 
at which hundreds of the youth of our country are trained up for the 
various stations and offices of life, in which their minds will be likely 
to receive a most noxious bias and which thus threatens incalculable 
injury to the cause of truth and holiness. And any parent, who valucs 
the religious principles and character of his son, will ponder long and 
seriously before he ventures to place him, where he will be so imminent- 
ly and vitally endangered. 

Of the insidious and covert manner, in which the efforts to propo- 
gate Unitarianism have been made, the work before us contains fall 
and decisive proof. Dr. Freeman, in a passage already quoted, men- 
tions some cautious individuals “ who content themselves with leading 
their hearers by a course of rational but prudcut sermons to embrace” 
Unitarianism. Mr. Wells distictly shows what are his views of the 
conduct of the Boston Clergy in the poiut under consideration. He 
says that they, indeed, “express their sentiments without the least 
hesitation, when they judge it proper.” But he, at the same declares, 
that “ the controversy is seldom or never introduced into the pulpit.” 
Ip private, when with their friends, and when the discolsure will involve 
them in no difficulty, they avew their sentiments. In public, howev- 
er they maintain a guarded silence on controverted topics, and labor 
toinstil their notions into the minds of their hearers, without render- 
ing them aware of their object and awakening their jealousy and fears. 
They forbear a distinct exhibition of their belief; they decline teac! - 
ing, at length, what they esteem the true principles of christianity. It 
is by passing by obnoxious sentiments, and thus throwing them into 
the back ground, rather than by openly contradicting them, or advanc- 
ing any thing in plain and direct repuguance to them, that they aim at 
subserving the interests of the sect and accomplishing their own pur- 
poses. ‘his course will account, ina satisfactory manner, for what 
Mr. Wells asserts, that “ the majority of those who are Unitarian are 
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perhaps cf these sentiments, without any distinct consciousness of be- 
ing so.” 

Mr. Belsham has inserted a very singular Ictter, evidently written, 
to au unusual degree, in the garralous spirit of age. In this letter, 
along with many other particulars, much is contained respecting the 
characters, condition and deportmeit of the clergy cf Boston. In some 
remarks upon this strange production, Mr. Belsham clearly evinces 
what his impressions are concerning their conduct. ‘hat he, with his 
various means of knowledge, should be mistaken in his apprehensions, 
is not at all to be suspected, and that he has wittingly given too unfa- 
vorable a representation will not, on any hand, be imagined. But, he 
evidently takes it for granted, that there is a disengenuous concealment 
of their principles and alledges in extenuation of it, thatit is more, than 
can * be reasonably expected upon the common principles of human 
nature,” that, in the circumstances, in which these gentlemen are plac- 
ed, they should be explicit in the avowal of their sentiments, and risk 
the consequences; risk the hazard of forfeiting the favor and incuring 
the dislike of their admirers and friends, “by an open profession of un- 
popular truth.” 


Can it upon the common principles of human nature be reasonably expected 

of a body of Clergy, nursed in the lap of exse and affluence and placed ina sta- 
tion of such high secular consideration and comfort as that of the Ministers of 
Boston, that they should come forward and by an open profession of unpopular 
truth voluntarily risk the loss of all their ten.poral dignity and comfort, and in- 
cur the contempt and enmity of many who are now their warmest admirers and 
friends? 1 aay not this by way of disparagement to the present body of Minis- 
ters in Boston and its neighborhood. Some ef these I have the pleasure to call 
my friends, and know them to be possessed of talents the most distinguished, 
of piety the most fervent, ane ot benevolence and zeal the most ardent, active 
and jaudable ; and of the rest I have heard a most favorable character, It is the 
situation, nut the men, which excites my apprehensions. And who will venture 
to say ot himself, that his virtue would be equal to the trial? Vet still it cannot 
reasonably be hoped that truth wall make any visible and rapid progress, till 
her advocates rise ubove ihe tear of man and the love of ease, and are willing 
with the apostles of Christ and the reformers ot every age, to toisake all and to 
sacrifice thew dearest iatcrests in her glorious cause, p. 4f. 
; ‘hat there should be, to a wide extent, uncertainty and debate with re- 
gard to the principles of a public teacher of religion, must evince a ve- 
ry censurable deficiency of candor and fairness, if it do net subject to 
afar more aggravated charge. But, we think we run uo risk of con- 
tradiction in asserting, that such has been the fact with refercuce to the 
ministers of Bostov. A preacher of the Boston school was, some time 
since, settied in this partof the country. Respecting his opinions there 
was, formerly, no little controversy, and whether his congregation have, 
to this day, found cut what his sentiments are, we are by no means 
sure. it was staunchly contended by him, that he was not bouud to 
disclose his principles, and that all the profession of his faith, which 
he cought to be required to make was, that he believec the truth of the 
christian religion. We have very satisfactory evidence, that, in his 
endeavors at disguising his tenets, he has onsome occasions, been guil- 
ty, ifof nothing worse, of pretty gross equivecation. We apprehend, 
however, that he has merely aimed at copying the example of the 
leaders of the sect belew, although his managemeut may have been 
Jess dexterous. (To be continued.) 
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FOREIGN. 


MR» NEWELL’S JOURNAL- 


The following extracts are taken from the Journal of Mr. Newell, from the time of 
his departure from the Isle of France, ia February 1813. 


** Early in February I learnt, that a Portuguese brig, the Generozo Almeida, 
then in Port Louis, would sail ‘n a few days for Point de Galle, Goa and Bom- 
bay. Iengageda passage on Fer for Point de Galle in Ceylon, having liberty to 
proceed thence, in the same vessel, to Goa, or Bombay, if I chose. 

** Port Louis, Feb. 24,1813. Afteraresidence of four painful months in 
the Isle of France, I this day took leave of my friends Judson and Rice, and 
embarked for Point de Galle. 

‘* About the Ist of April we made land, which proved to be the southern 
promontory of Ceylon ; and on the 8th, I left the Almeida, and landed in a fish- 
10 miles below the harbor of Poirt de Galle, the brig not being able to get into 
port, on account of the strong head wind and current. 

‘© I fully expected to find my friends at Point de Galle, or to hear that they 
had preceeded to Colombo ; but on making inquiry, I could hear nothing ree 
specting them. Iwas now much at a loss to conjecture, whether they had pro- 
ceeded to Bombay, or had been sent to England. I sent a letter of inquiry to 
Mr. Chater, the Baptist missionary at Colombo, and in a few days got an answer 
from him, stating that he had heard by way of Bengal that my brethren had 
gone to Bombay. 

‘‘ The probability of their being able to continue there appeared to meso 
very small, that I determined not to proceed in the Almeida to Bombay, but to 
stop in Ceylon until I could write to them and get an answer. Accordingly, I 
took my baggage from the ship, and made arrangements to proceed to Colombo 
the capital of the island and residence of the Governor. 

“ Having visited Mr. Errhardt, a German missionary in the employment of 


_ the London Society, at Matura, 30 miles south of Galle ; and despatched a let- 


ter to Bombay ; I set out on my journey to Colombo, 80 miles north of Galle.— 
I travelled in a planquin, the only way of journeying in India, and left my bag- 
yage to come on in an ox waggon. There is a good road all the way from Gal- 
le to Colombo. It is a perfect level, close along the sea-side, and is shaded b 


_ acontinued grove of palm trees. There are resting houses every 10 or 12 miles 
_ built by Government; but you must carry your own previsions with you. 


“ April 17th. Iarrived at Colombo. I went to the house of Mr. Chater, 


' who had been here about ayear. I took lodgings with him, and continued at 


Cte an. Oe b 


bis house all the time I spent in Colombo. 
‘‘ | made it my first business to acquaint the Governor with my arrival and 
my ebject, in order to ascertain whether I was safe here, or was liable to be forc- 


_ ed away trom this place, as I bad been from Calcutta. 


“ By my American passport and an official letter of recommendation from the 


British Consul in Boston, introduced myself to the Rev. Mr. Bisset, one of 
' the chaplains and the Governor’s brother-in-law. Through Mr. B, I informed 


the Governor, that I was an American and a missionary to the heathen; that I 


| arrived at Calcutta in June 1812, and having been ordered to return to America, 


had obtained permission to go to the Isle of France ; that Ihad been thither, 
and returned from thence to Ceylon to join two other missionaries, my associ- 
ates, whom lL exp_cted to find m1 Ceylon; but that they had gone, as I suppos- 
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ed, to Bombay ; that, if they continued there, it was my intention to join them ; 
but if they could not stay there, it was my wish to continue in Ceylon, and that 
they might be permitted to come and unite with me. 

“* The Governor made particular inquiry respecting the reasons of my being 
ordered away from Calcutta ; to which I replied, that no other reasons were as- 
signed than this : * That his Lordship, the Governor General, did not deem it 
expedient to allow me to settle in the country ;” and that all missionaries who 
bad lately come to India, had been treated in the same manner, not excepting 
those who claim the privilege of British subjecis. 

“The final answer of the Governor, which was a verbal message through 
Mr. Bisset, was to this effect : ‘* That as there is war between England and A- 
me::ca, the Governor couid say nothing more at that time, than that 1 might be 
permitted to reside at Colombo for the present. If I wished to visit any other 
part of the Island, } might have leave by applying to the Governor; but it was 
expected that I should not remove from Colombo without his permission ” 

* I now took up my residence with Mr Chater, and considered Colombo my 
home for the present. The only way in which I could make myself immediate- 
ly useful was by preaching in English, which Idid steadily, once or twice a 
week} while I continued there. 

** Though I was still ignorant of my final destination, I resolved, if possible, 
to set myself about studying the Sungskirt or Hindoosthanee language, both of 
which are of general utility, inevery part of India. 1 found, however, that it 
was extremely difhieult to procure books, or teachers, in these languages at Co- 
lombo. 

** June 4th. Ireceived a letter from brother Nott, at Bombay, containing 2 
detail of all the particulars of their situation with respect to the Government ; 
and from the whole I was led to hope, that they would be permitted to remain 
there, and that I should soon be abie to join them. 

** The following is an extract of brother Nott’s letter: “ Weare pursuing 
the study of the Mahratta language. At present we cannot advise you very 
definitely what todo; but will certainly write to you the moment we can say 
anethe: word, which we hope will be soon. In the mean time, suppose you be- 
take yourself to the Hindoosthanee, which it would be well worth while to 
know, if you come hitber; or, if you prefer it, the Sungskirt. You cannot have 
advantages for the Mahratta, I suppose, or we should advise you to learn tha'. 
We cannot but hope our stay here probable, We think it so probable, as to 
act.on the’supposition that we shallstay. Willnot this be best for you ?— 
Hindoosthanee, then, or Sungskrit. We assure you we want to see you, and 
hope we shailsoon say, Come over and helpus. We earnestly wish ge could 
say it now.” 

“The same day I received a letter from Mr. Loveless, the missionary at Ma- 
drag, in answer to one I had written him on the subject of obtaining supplies 
through the medium of the London Society’s agents at Madras, Mr. L. inform- 
ed me that he had consulted the agents, and that they had agreed to advance 
us our regular salaries for our bills on the Lendon Society, provided the Rev. 
Mr, Thompson of Madras would endorse the bills; which Mr. T. had offered 
todo. This intelligence was a great relief to me aid my brethren, as our funds 
were now almost exhausted, and we knew not when we should receive supplies 
from home. 

“Considering it now probable, that Bombay would be our station, I applied 
myseif to the study of the Sungskirt and Hindoostlianee, as well as 1 could with 
the scanty helps which I could procure in this place. I also continued to preach, 
once, twice, or three times a week.” 

“ June 19. I regeived a letter from brother Hall, which discovered an in- 
creasing probability of their being able to continue at Bombay. 

* July Ist. After having labored at my books alone for a month, I obtained 
two moonshees, or teachers ; cne for Hindoosthanee, and one for Sungskrit ;— 
but neither of them properly qualified for the office of teachers. They were the 
best however, that Ceylon aflorded ; and, as 1 had already losta year since my 
arrival in India, F couid not feel satisfied to delay the study of the languages any 
longer. 
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© July 15th. I received a letter from brother Judson, who had just arrived 
at Madras trom the Isle of France, and was going to sail in afew days from 
thence to Rangoon. He informed me, that brother Rice had gone to America 
to form a Baptist Missionary Society for their support, and that he would return 
again and join him. 

"© 4fier several months residence at Colombo, I had become acquainted with 
the principal persons there; and I found that they were friendly to the mission - 
ary object in general, and that there would be no objection to the establishment 
of our mission in Ceylon. Through the chaplains I acquainted the Governor, 
from time to time, with the situation of our affairs at Bombay, whenever any 
thing new occurred ; and I always represented it as our wishto settle in Cey- 
lon, in case of a failure at Bombay. 

“‘ Ceyloa appeared to me to be an important missionary field. The popula- 
tion is very considerable ; amounting to between two and three millions ; and 
the facilities for spreading the Cliristian religion here are greater, perhaps, than 
in any other part of the east. Christianity has been the established religion in 
a considerable part of Ceylon, for these three hundred years past. And al- 
though the mass of the people still continue Beodhists, yet most of them seem 
to have no more objection to Christianity, than the irreligious part of the com- 
munity in all Christian lands. Many of them profess to be both Boodhists and 
Christians, and would listen as patiently to a Christian teacher, as to « priest 
of Boodh. The long prevalence of the Christian religion on the sea-coasts of 
the island, has rendered the Christian name familiar to the people, weakened | 
the prejudices which a new religion is calculated to excite, and done away much 
of that bigoted attachment to idolatry, which prevails in purely heathen lands : 
so that, although there appears to be little, if any, true religion among. them, 
yet they are inagreat degree prepared to receive thatinstruction, which by 
divine grace is able to make them Christians indeed. 

*‘ It is supposed, that there are 200,000 native Christians, of the Dutch re- 
formed church, in the island of Ceylon. But thie must be understood in a very 
loose and general sense of the word Christian. The Hon. and Rev. Mr. Twisle- 
ton. senior chaplsin at Colombo, describes them in general as “ little more than 
christians by baptism.” They must necessarily be extremely ignorant,even of the 
common facts and principles of the Christian religion; for they have neither Bi- 
bles nor teachers to tell them what Christianity is; and Christian piety and 
Christian morality must not be expected where there is a total want of instruc- 
tion, 

“ The New-Testament, aud one or two books of the Qld, have many yearg 
ago been translated into the Cingalese language, which is the only language 
spoken in Ceylon ; except the Tamul, which is spoken in the Jaffna district. 
The old Cingalese version is said tobe very bad,—almost uninteligible to a na- 
tive. It was out of print until the Colombo Bible Society lately ordered a new 
edition to be printed atSerampore. This edition is nearly completed, and the 
Gospel of Matthew has been distributed. The Colombo Bible Society, formed 
in 1812, has undertaken to procure a new translation of the New Testament into 
Cingalese. The work is going on under the superindence of William Talfrey 
Esq; of the civil service. Two of the Gospels, I believe, were finished in Au. 
gust, 1815. The translation is made by native Cingalese, who understood Eng. 
lish, from the English Bible. Their work is revised and corrected by Mr, Tal]. 
frey, who is said te be well skilled in Cingalese, and to have some knowledge 
of Greek and Sungskrit. He makes use of Dr. Carey’s Sungskrit Testament jn 
the work of revision. Whether another translation still will be needed time wil} 
determine. : 

‘There are only two missionaries on the Island of Ceylon; Mr. Errhardt, 5 
Gertnan missionary from the Lordon Society, and Mr. Chater from the Baptist 
Society. Messrs. Vos and Palm, who came to Ceylon with Mr. Errhardt jn 
1804, have both relinquished the service. Mr. Vos has gone to the Cape of 
Good Hope, and Mr. Palm has been appointed by the Governor to the Dutch 
church in Colombo. 

* J visited Mr. Errhardt, at his station in Matura, on my first arrival in Cey- 
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lon. He is now considerably advanced in life ; has not yet been able to master 
the Cingalese language, and has had no success among the natives. He lament- 
ed the want of Christian Society, and attributed the ill success of the mission in 
Ceylon to the injadicious metbod adopted by the missionaries of separating from 
each other and living in solituce. 

**Mvr Chater had been four years in the Burman country before he came to 
Ceylon. He has been established at Colombo about a year,—has opened an Eng- 
lish school and a place ef public worship, where he preaches in English. He is 
also applying himself to the language of the country, and will probably soon be 
able to preach to the natives in their own tongue. I preached in my turn with 
Mr. Chater, in the pettah,or black town. Most of the people who attend are 
half-casts, and natives who have learntEnglish. From 30 to 50 generally at- 
tend. We preached only on Sabbath and Wednesday evenings. They donot 
attend in the day on the Sabbath. : 

“‘ There is at Colombo a congregation of native Malabar christians, who have 
a preacher of their own nation. 

“‘ Mr. Armour, an English schoolmaster and preacher, labors steadily among 
the nominal Cingalese Christians, whose language he speaks fluently, and also 
among the country Portuguese. He is paid by government. 

“‘ Gen. Brownrigg, the present Governor of Ceylon, is about re-establishing 
the native schools throughout the island. But it isalmost impossible to find 
natives properly qualified fer school-masters, and quite as difficult to make 
them attend to their duty without some person constantly to overlook them. 

** The Hon. and Rev. Mr. Twisleton is principal of all the schools, and Mr. 
Armour and Mr. Errhardt are employed under him to visit and examine the 
schools at stated periods. 

“‘ The language spoken all over Ceylon, except in Jaffna, is Cingalese. Their 
sacred books are written in Pali, a dialect of Sungskrit. his is also the sacred 
language of Burmah. 

*¢ The Religion of the Cingalese is Boodhism, the same that prevails in Bur- 
mah. Soodhris their supreme God ; butI believe they also admit the gods 
of the Hindoos in general. In the great temple of Matura, the fountain-head of 
this religion, Isaw an image of Boodh, 40 feet in length, in a reclining posture, 
asleep! The walls of the temple were covered with paintings of devils of the 
most frightful appearance, with horns on their heads, and flames of fire coming 
out of their mouths. The feeble-minded Cingalese worship these malignant 
deinons, through dread of their power. It is cummon to sacrifice acock to them 
to appease their anger. 

‘In the province of Jaffna, which is in the north of the istand, the Famul lan- 
guare is spoken. It is the same as the Tainul of the adjacent continent, which 
is spoken trom Madras to Cape Comorin, by eight or nine millions of people. 

** The inbabitants of Jaffna are Malabarians, who have emigrated from the 
continent. They are followers of Brahma, and havea famous Hindoo temple a 
few miles out of the town of Jaffna. The number of inhabitants in this district 
is ebout 120 000. =The district is about 40 mileslong and 10 bread. It is the 
most populous and fertile part of the island. | 

** Mr. Palm, the missionary, in 1805 fixed his residenee at Tilly-Pally in the 
centre of the district, had made considerahle progress in the language, and had 
opened a school for the instruction of the native youth, when the ill health of 
h.-s. Palm rendered it necessary for him to remove fora season to Colombo for 
medical aid and achange of air. Mrs, Palm died in Dec. 1812 ; and Mr. Palm, 
having no missionary associate to comfort and support him in his solitary situa- 
tion at Tilly Pally, accepted an invitation to become pastor ofa Dutch church 
at Colombo. His connexion with the London Society has since been dissolved. 

“* Fhe central parts of the island have never been conquered by any European 
power. ‘They maintain their independence under their native princes, and are 
very hostile to all Europeans. Foreign missionaries could not with safety ven- 
ture into the territories of the king of Candy. All white men, who are found 


in his dominions, are seized and carried to the king, and areeither put to death 
But if the Christian religion be firmly established 


or made prisoners for life. 
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on the sea-coast, it must of course spread into the interior. Native preachers 
could be sent with safety to any part of the island. 

“ Although I considered Ceylon a very eligible field for missionary exetions, 
and in great need of missionaries, yet as long as there remained any hope that the 
brethren would be able to continue in Bombay, I thought it best for me to hold 
myself disengaged, and ready to join them the moment their case was decided. 
This was also their opinion and advice. We were all agreed in the opinion that, 
of the two, Bombay was the more important place, and also that wherever we 
settled, it was both for-the interest of the mission and for our own comfort and 
usefulness to be together. I did not therefore take up the language of Ceylon, 
but continued the study of those, which would fit me for Bombay, 

‘‘ August 18th. I received a letter from the brethren, which almost destroy. 
ed the hopes I had entertained concerning Bombay, The following is an extract 
from it. 

“We are thrown again into great suspense after having felt almost certain 
of obtaining the object ofour wishes. It is now nearly a month since the Gover- 
nor mentioned to Dr. Taylor his fears that he should be obliged to send us to 
England; though he has not the least doubt of the purity ofour motives, nor of 
the character of our Board, than whom, he says, he knows there are not better 
men in the world.” 

«¢ “ The Governor did expect some directions concerning us fiom Bengal. But 
even should they not come, he still feared he must send us away. So we are 
still continued in very painful suspense. We continue the study of Mualratta, 
and intend to pursue it at any rate. And even should we go, we shall make pro- 
vision to continue it, with the hope that God might hereafter open the way tor 
ourreturn. I hope you are pursuing the Hindoosthanee, which I very awch 
wish I understood.” 

*¢ This was from brother Nott’ dated Bombay, July 18, 1813. 

*¢ From the contents of this letter, I was led to consider their continuance at 
Bombay very doubtful, and having ascertained that they would be received by 
the Ceylon Government and allowed to settle in this island, I immediately wrote 
to them and invited them io come away from Bombay without loss of time, and 
to accept ofa certainty in Ceylon, rather than, by attempting to continue any 
longer at Bombay, to run the riskofbeing sent to England. I urged my request 
by the consideration, that if they were sent to England, they would not in all 
probability, be allowed to return from thence to India; but would be sent to 
America as prisoners of war, and by this means our mission might be totally de- 
feated, asf should in that case stand aione, and on accountof the heavy affiie. 
tions | had suffered, I felt unable to attempt any thing as.a solitary individual. 

*¢ In case we sliould settie in Ceylon, we were all pretty much of the Opinion, 
that Jaffna would be the most eligible spot, on account of its vicinity to the con- 
tinent, and because the ‘Tamul, which is the language of Jaffna, is spoken by 
eight or nine millions on the continent. As I now consider it highly probable 
that the brethren would be obliged to leave Bombay,and that they would 
come to Ceylon,! thought it desirable to visit Jaffna, in orderto ascertain the 
facilities which it affords for the prosecutiou oi our work, before we absotutely 
fixed on that place for our station. I accordingly made my wishes known to 
the Governor, and obtained leave ofhim to proceed to Jaffna for that purpose. 

“ Aug, 28. I took passage in a small coasting vessel, bound to Madras by 
the inner passage between Ceylon and the continent. ‘ 

“Sept. Ist. Tlanded at Killecarey, between Cape Comorin and Ram-nad : 
and passed by land along the- shore «bout 30 miles to Point Tonnitorey, from 
which I passed over the channel to the island of Ramisseram. The vessel lay 
several days in the channel, waiting tora favorable opportunity to pass over 
Adam's bridge, a chain of rocks, which can be passed only in calin weather, and 
when the vessel is lightened of its burden. 

“ During this delay, I had a favorable opportunity for making observations 
and inquiries respecting this interesting plice. 

‘‘ Ramisseram has from time immemorial been a celebrated seat of Hindoo 
aiiperstition, and the resortof thousands of prigrims from all parts of India — 
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There are three seasons in the year, I believe January, March, and July, wher 
the pilgrims come in immense numbers from the south of India, and many even 
from the upper provinces. It was now September, but even at this season 
there were every day large companies of pilgrims coming and going. There 
is an idea of peculiar sanctity attached to the place, and to the famous pageda 
or Hindoo temple here. 

Sept. 3.1. I went up to the pagoda in the centre of the island. The way was 
paved with hewn stone for many miles. There were tanks, or pools of water, 
for bathing, ane places for the refreshment of the pilgrims every half mile. 
The way was thronge«t with people going and returning. I passed by large 
droves of horses and mules loaded with rice and other provisions, an offering for 
the uscof the temple. The pagoda is animmense pile of building, standing on 
a square of about an eighth ofa mile. There are thousands of people, of both 
sexes, attached to the temple, and maintained by its funds, in idleness, luxury 
and vice. I wasallowed to enter and walk arouud in what may be called the 
outer court ; for there are certain limits which nene but a Hindoo can pass. 
I asked one of the Brahmans which was greatest, the temple of Juggernaut, or 
this of Seed? He replied, that the pagoda of Ramisseram was the greatest 
and most sacred of all the Hindoo temples. As a proof of which, he said there 
was no other temple, where cast could be restored when lost ; but the Brah. 
mans of Rammisseram could restore cast. 

The Brahmans requested me to make an offering to the God of the temple ; 


they said it was customary for all strangers, who came to visit the temple. I |” 


told them that their god and mine were not the same. 
difference. 
not move out of his plac: ; my God was in the Heavens, and could do whatever 
he pleased. , 

‘* Ramisseram was recommended to me by Sir Alexander Johnstone as an el. 
igible spot for a mission, on account of the celebrity of the place and the great 
resort of pilgrims there. It was on this account, thatI made it in my way tc. 
Visit it,as I was going to Jaffna. 

* Sept 5th. I sailed from Rammisseram, and on the 7th arrived at Jaffna. 

** Mr. Twisleton had given me letters of introduction to the principal per- 
sons in the place, and on my arrival E was invited to the house of N. Mooyart, 
Esq. with whom I continued during my residence in Jaffna. The day after my 
arrival, I walked out to Tilly Pally, the late residence of Mr. Palm, the mis- 
gionary ; about 10 miles from Jaffna town. 

‘*‘ The mission house was shut up, the roofhad fallen in, and every thing 
around was going todecay. Atalittle distance stood the ruins of the old 
Datch Church, of which nothing remains. but the walls and pillars. Here the 
Gospel was once preached to a congregation of 2000 natives. Now it is hardly 
known that Christianity was once the religion of the place. 

‘‘ There is but one congregation of Protestant, native Ghristians in the dis- 
trict, and that is in the town of Jaffna. Except a few thousands, who are prin- 
cipally Roman catholics, the present generation are all idolators The Roman 
catholic priests have taken possession of this vineyard. once cultivated by the 
Dutch clergy, and almost all, who choose to retain the Christian name, have 
gone over to them; but the great bedy of the people are the followers of 
Brahma. 

‘© In the town of Jaffna, there is a congregation of Protestant, native Chris- 
tians, under the care of the Rev. Christian David,* anative of Tanjore, anda 
pupil and catechist of Mr. Swartz. He isa very capable man, and much en. 
gaged in plans for the instruction and improvement of the people in that part 
of the island. He has lately obtained permission of the Governor to erect a free 
school in Jaffna, in which a number of native youths are to be supported at the 
expense of Government and trained up for school masters, afterwards to be em. 
ployed in the native schools, which the Governor is about to re-establish in the 
district of Jaffna. 


They said there was no 


* This manis meniioned wilh honar by Dr, Buchanan. 
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“ There is a teligious woman at Jafina, a Mrs. Schrawder, of Dutch extrac- 


‘ tion, who is very useful to the natives and half-casts, particularly to the rising 


generation. She keeps a school forchildren of both sexes, and on Sabbath 


; day she keeps a meeting, which was originally intended for children and per- 
' gons of her own sex, but which is now attended by great numbers of the people 


* in Jaffna of all dscriptions. In these meetings she reads the Scriptures in 


ih aia BION ica 8 0 


» Dutch, and expounds in Tamul or Portuguese, which she speaks fluently, and 


which are generally understood here. She also leads in the devotions of the 


| meeting, and conduets the whole with great propriety and modesty. Is this a 
' violation of the Apostles prohibition? J suffer net a womin to teach, &c. She 
| was first induced to engage in these exercises by the advise and. permission of 
| Mrs. Palm, who was a woman of uncommon piety and energy of character, and 
| did a great deal of good, during her residence in Jaffna. 


*¢ Except this woman and Mr. David, there is no one in this part of the island 


_ to instruct these people. hata field is here for missionary exertions? Here 
| is a little province, which the soldiers of Jesus once wor from the god of this 
_ world and added to the dominions of their Lord.. The people of God posses- 
sed it but a little while. The prince of darkness has regained it, and reigns again 
_ in full power over these 120 thousand souls. Here is work for 120 missiona- 
ries. And there is every facility here for spreading the Gospel among these 
| pagans. Fhe Bible and many other religious books, have already been trans. 
a 


ted into Tamul, the language of these people, and a supply of Bibles and Tes- 
taments has lately been provided by the Colombo Bible Society and sent tobe 
distributed among them. But there is no one to say unto them, Hear the word 
of the Lord) The Governor is desirous that these heathens should be instruct. 
ed, and would patronize and encourage every attempt of thisnature. The peo- 
ple though heathens, have no peculiar ebjections to the Christian religion.— 
Here missionaries may labor with perfect safety ; ‘the people will not molest 
them—the Government will protect them. On these accounts there is perhaps 
no portion of the heathen world, which posseses so many advantages for spread- 
ing the Gospel, as this, How desirable thata number of faithful and zealous 
missionaries should be sent,together with the Bible, to this people. 

‘*‘ Mr. David wished me to represent to the Board of Commissioners the 
needy state of this part of the island, and the facilities for evangelizing the 
people, and to request, that when they have a missionary to spare, they would 
send him to Jaffna. 

“Sept. Sth. Sabbath day. Today I preached in the Dutch Church in the 
fort of Jaffna, to the soldiers, and civil and military officers. Some Dutch peo- 
ple, who understood English, also attended. 

“I continued to preach every Sabbath while I was at Jaffna. I read the 
church service in compliance with the wishes of the people. 

‘* As I did not entirely give up the hope that the brethren would be able 
to continue at Bombay, and that I might. hereafter join them, I determined 
for the present to continue the study of the languages I had commenced, and 
accordingly brought my Hindoosthanee moonshe with mefrom Colombo.  { 
was also in hopes of finding at Ramisseram a Brahman who could teach me 
Mahratta, but inthis I did net succeed. 

“Sept. 19th. I received a letter from the brethren at Bombay confirming 
the intelligence contained in the last, and saying, that they were actually to be 
sent to England in the Caarmarthen, which was to sail early in October.— 
They advised me to make Bombay my object, and said it was their intention to 
return from England to Bombay, if practicable, and as soon as possible. [ 
wrote to them urging them to save themselves from being sent to England by 
coming immediately to Ceylon. 

“Oct. 20and 21, I received letters yesterday and to day from the brethren, 
informing me that the Caarmarthen was to sail about the 20th of October, that 
she was to touch at Point de Galle, and that it was their intention to leaye 
the ship and stop in Ceylon. I doubted whether they would be able to effect 
their wishes; but I thought it important to have an iaterview with them, even 
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if they were sent to England, that we might perfectly understand each other 
respecting our future plans. 

“Oct. 22.1. Isetoff from Jaffna to fo over land, three hundred miles, to 
meet the brethren at Point de Galle. I was obliged to pu ina palanquin, the 
only mode of journeying in this part of the world. 

** Most of the way between Jaffna and Colombo is either a barren heath or 
adesert, filled with wildelephants, wild hogs, bears and tigers. Travellers 
are obliged to carry all their provisions with them, even to the article of water, 
My train consisted of fourteen persons ; twelve for my palanquin, and two for 
my bagyage. I travelled in the night, as is usual, on account of the heat of 
the day, when you are obliged torest, My bearers cafried torches, and kcpt 
up a great noise to keep off the wild heasts. 

“T have given a particular description of the mode in which I travelled,without 
any concealment or réserve. I know it willexcite surprise in America to hear 
of a missionary’s travelling in this manner. I mentioned it on purpose that I 
might explain the necessity of it. There is in fact no other way of journey- 
ing. There are no stages, no private carriages, no horses to be had, to go 
more thana few miles. Even those who have carriages do not use them for 
journies on account of the badness of the roads and the weakness of the hor- 
ses. Walking in this country is extremely dangerous.* 

“Oct. 29th I arrived at Colombo, having been a week oa my journey. I found 
on my arrival, a packet of American letters which had arrived for me during 
my absence from Colombo. ‘hey came by the Alligator, had been sent round 
from Calcutta to Bombay, and from thence to Colombo. These were the first 
letters I had received from home since I left America. They were welcome in- 
deed ; but they made me sad as well as joyful. <A large packet came tor Mrs. 
N. from those dear affectionate relatives and friends, who are never to receive 
an answer from her. O may they be supported under this trial. 

“Nov. Ist. I proceeded to Galle, where I expected the Carmarthen had al- 
ready arrived, as she was to sail about the time that I left Jaffna. 

‘Nov. 3d. LT reached Point de Galle. The Caarmarthen had not arrived. 

“Nov. 8th. A cruiser arrived from Bombay, by which I learnt, that the Caar- 
marthen sailed on the 26th ult. direct for England, and that the missionaries, who 
were to have been sent in her, disappeared several days before her departure, and 
werenot to be found. Onreceiving this intelligence Ireturned to Colombo.— 
Having been at great expense in coming from Jaffna, 1 dismissed all my bearers, 
exceptfburtocarry back theempty palamquin. [attempted to walk back to Co- 
lumbo, 80 iniles. I gotafever in the way, from which I did not recover for more 
than three montlis. 

‘Nov. 19h. LE received a letter from the brethren dated at Cochin, in which 
they informed me, that when it became certain that they were to be sent in the 
Caurmarthen, and having ascertained that they would not touch at Point de Galle 
but godirect to England,they came to the resolution of escaping from Bombay im- 
mediately,and cuming to Ceylon. They had engaged 4 passage in a Patymarr, (a 
small coasting vessel) to Culumbo, as they supposed; but it was not understood so 
by the Tindsl (native captam) of the boat; who refused to proceece with them 
fyther than Qui/on, a place on the Malabarcoast, a litle above Cape Comorin. 
Phey concluded therefore to land at Cochin. They bad been at Cochina week 
-yhen they wrote, and were expecting ina few days to proceed toColonibo. If 
communicated this intelligence to the Governor, and inquired whether my breth- 
ren, coming under these circumstances, would be received and allowed to remain 
n Ceylon. Ifthere was danger of their getting into difficulty with the Ceylon 
Government in conse quence of the manner in which they had lett Bombay, I tho't 
zt would bebest for them to know it as soon as they arrived, that proper measures 
mignt be adopted to secure them from beiug after all sent to England. 

“Phe Governor replied, that he cculd not give any answer on the subject ur- 
til lic knew more respecting their situation with regard to the Bon. bay Govein- 


* The expence of this yournen was 01.ly 62 dollars and 5O cents, ag cfpecre ly Mr. 
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ment; but said “ they should be treated with mildness.”” 

“ Immediately on this I received aletter from a respectable military officer 
in Bombay, a friend to my brethren. The letter represented the conduct of my 
friends in a favorable light, and as I thought it was calculated to make an im- 
pression in their favor, I shewed it to Mr. Bisset, Sir Alexander Johnstone, and 
others at Colombo ; and [have reason to think it had the desired effect. 

“* Mr. Bisset assured me he would use his influence with the governor in 
favor of my friends, that no decisive measures might be taken respecting them 
until time should be allowed to make an application to Lord Moira, the Gov- 
ernor General, in their behalf. The brethren were now within three hundred 
miles of me, and I was hourly looking for them, when 

Dec. Ist. I received a letter from brother Hall dated at Cochin, informing 
me that while they were at Cochin a Cruiser arrived there from Bombay with 
orders from the Governor to take them and carry them back. 

** Ail my hopes respecting my brethren were now over. I had many doubts 
about the course which I ought to pursue. , 

Jan. 5th, 1814. | While I was thus in perplexity about the course which I 
should mursue, another remarkable turn in our prospects occurred. I this day 
received a letter from the brethren, informing me that after their return to 
Bombay they had received letters from Bengal, containg intelligence favorable 
to their continuance in Bombay. 

“ Our Committee in Calcutta, the Rev. Dr. Carey, the Hon. Mr. Udny, and 
the Rev. Mr. Thomason, had applied to Lord Moira in their behalf, and his 
Lordship had said that there could be no objection to their remaining, as no pub- 
Sic evil could possibly result from their continuance, and added, that in a few 
days the application of the Committee would come before the Council, and 
would receive a pudlic answer. 

This communication was not afficial, but contained in a private letter from 
Mr. Thomason to the brethren; they hoped, however, that, in case the official 
communication should not come in season, this letter of Mr. T’s. would save 
them from being sent to England by the ship then ready to sail. 

“ Jan. 7th. I received another letter from the brethren, informing me that 
they were again disappointed in their hopes of staying,and were under orders to 
embark for England on the ship Charles Mills, which was to sail in a few days, 
and would touch at Point de Galle to join the fleet. No official communication 
having arrived from Bengal, they had sent Mr. Thomason’s letter to the Gov- 
ernor, who said “* he did not doubt that Lord Moira had said what Mr, T. had 
written, but that his orders were unrevoked, and therefore must be executed.” 
They saw no way to escape a voyage to England. 

‘© As the ship was to touch at Point de Galle, [thought it might be possible to 
save them by an application to Governor Brownrigg, who had already manifest- 
ed a disposition to shew them every favor, which it Was proper for him to do. 
Accordingly, I addressed the Governor through Mr. Bisset, stating all the cir- 
cumstances of the case, and requesting permission for my friends to land and 
wait in Ceylon until the pleasure of the Governor General respecting thet 
snould be officially made known. 

‘© The Governor and Mr. Bisset were both going to Galle to be present at the 
sailing of the fleet. My ill health did not allow of my going so long a journey 
ta see my friends, but Mr. B. engaged to do every thing in his power to assist 
them in leaving the ship. 

“ Jan. 13th. I received a letter from Mr. Bisset at Galle, enclosing one from 
brother Nott. 

‘Mr. B. writes as follows, 

«© T shewed your letter to the Governor, and his answer was every thing 
that could be reasonably expected. He said that if the Governor of Bombay 
had absolutely sent your brethren as prisoners, he could not think himself jus- 
tifiable in detaining them ; but if they were at liberty to quit the ship on his 
permission to land here, as you requested, he wasready to give it. The Bom- 
bay ships arrived last night, and this morning the Admiral sent his boat ashore 
with letters from them. Whenthe enclosed came for you, 1 was much at a 
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loss how to act; and the time pressed, for the Convoy having sailed yesterday, 
the Admiral was watering the Bombay ships trom his own to prevent delay. I 
saw the only thing was, if they had your friends on board, to go off in a boat and 
endeavor to bring them on shore ; but I was not certain that they were on board. 
I was therefore induced to open your letter. The first paragraph satisfied me 
atonce. I opened it in the Governor’s presence, and closed it again as soen as 
I saw your friends were still at Bombay. I beg to congratulate you on the fa- 
vorable change that appears to have taken place.” 

** The enclosed letter from brother Nott informed me, that they were releas- 
ed from going to England, and were still at Bombay. They had made all their 
arrangements for the voyage, and were just sending their baggage on board, 
when the Governor sent them a message by the chief magistrate of Police, say- 
ing, that they might remain until further orders from Calcutta. It now appear. 
ed almost certain, that our mission would be established at Bombay, under the 
sanction of thy Supreme Government of India. The brethren were allowed by 
the Governor of Bombay to wait there for the official answer of Lord Moira ; 
and as his sentiments had alfeady been fully expressed in private, there seemed 
to be no room left fora doubt respecting the result. I thought this, therefore, 
the most favorable moment for me to join the mission, and accordingly made ar- 
rangements to proceed, by the first opportunity, to Bombay. 

(To be continwed._) 
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DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 


A NARRATIVE of the Revival of Religion, in the Reformed Dutch 
Church at Poughkeepsic, under the Pastoral care of the Rev. Cornet- 
sus C. CuvLer.—Pablished by order of the Classis af Poughkeepsie. 


Extract from the Minutes of the Classis of Poughkeepsie, April 18, 1815, 


Resolved, That the Rev. Cornelius C. Cuyler, be requested to furnish for 
publication, a Narrative of the revival which has recently taken place in the 
church and congregation of Poughkeepsie, and that three hundred copies be 
printed at the expense of this Body. ' 


NARRATIVE, &e. 
Rev. BrReTHREN, ‘ , 

I coMMuNICATE with pleasure, according to your request, an account 
of the glorious work which the Lord has wrought in the chureh and congrega- 
tion committed to my care. It has indeed been a work which has been strong- 
ly marked as bisown. No one else could have done it—his power and grace 
are abundantly manifest in it, and he shall have the glory of it ascribed to him. 
—~In making the detail I shall be as precise anc as.particular as circumstances 
will permit. 

During the year 1813, this church and congregation were in a cold and dis- 
tracted state—the hands of our praying people hung down, and their hearts. 
were heavy and sad—labor was a burden to me, and I had it in serious contem- 
plation te give up my charge, and see whether the Lord bad not work for me im 
some other part of his vinevard. 

The year 1814, opened with a more favorable prospect. The word and ordi- 
mances of God were better attended than usual, and we had from time to time 
some faint hope,some distant expectation, that a good work had cemmenced. 
One reason for our hope was, that our Wednesday evening prayer Meeting, 
(which has been kept up nearly all the time of my ministry,) became se crowd- 
ed that we were obliged to remove from private houses to the church. In tke 
month ef April last, another prayer meeting was opened in the church on Sab- 
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bath evenings, which has uniformly been well attended. (It was laid aside of 
course for the winter season, when I preach in the evening; but has again been 
resumed.) Both these meetings I have uniformly attended, when not absent 
from the place. From this time our praying people were considerably engaged. 
They were drawn out to pray specially to the Lord for a revival of his woik, 
Through the last summer fears and hopes predominated alternately. 

The last Sabbath in July, and the first and second Sabbaths in August, I was 
absent. But theprayer meetings were continued, although they were not so 
well attended as usual. On the evening of one ef thase days, I am informed 
that those who usually officiated in prayer were much depressed ahd discour- 
aged ; so much so, as to say to one another, * What will become of us ?” One 
of them intimated a hope, that the Lord would speedily visit us with a blessing. 
From this time we date the commencement of the revival, although there was 
no public appearance of it till some time in November. From this:time there 
was freat ardency in prayer, and strong desires for a blessing from the Lord, 
Since November there have been prayer meetings every evening in the weck, ex- 
cept when there was preaching; I have uniformly attended them, and :ectured 
from some passage of scripture. Except Wednesday evenings, they have been 
held at private houses in ditferent parts of the congregation. ‘The private hou- 
ses have been crowded—At the Church there were generally from one to three 
hundred present ; I have no doubt thatthe Lord has answered prayer in this 
work, He bas been earnestly sought by his people, and has evidently blessed 
them. 

It has been a freculjarly deep and solemn work. Our meetings have generally 
been, literaily houses of mourning. Never, under any circumstances, have [seen 
such deep sorrow and humility. I have seen a whole assembly, consisting of at 
least a hundred sitting ijn tears before the exercises commenced, and during the 
exercises, moved to scbbing, so that I have felt afraid to proceed— Chis was 
equally the case under the promises of the gospel as under the terrors of the law. 
—Indeed, mercy and grace appeared to have the most effect to move: I think 
that the consideration of Gad’s mercy and goodness to sinners, in sparing them, 
in restraining then), in providing such a Saviour, in shewing them their need of 
him, and making them willing and desirous of being saved by him, has caused 
more sorrow than all thifigs else. I ave seen or heard very little of the terrors 
of the law. Their hearts have been too deeply humbled to ke greatly terrified. 
They have genetally very soon beén brought to feel what it is to have “a bro- 
ken heart and contrite spirit.” They have remarkably humbling views of them- 
acives. I consider great humility of soul as distinguishing the work. 

The work has not been confined to any class of mor al character. I believe that 
as morala man as I have ever known has been a subject of its saving influence ; 
and there are certainly some of the vilest of the vile who have been brought to 
hate their sin, and love and practice holiness. ‘There are some among the num. 
ber, several of the votaries of pleasure who were last year gay and dissipated; 
whose hearts vibrated to the notes of the viol, and rejoiced in the follies of the 
ballroom. Very few of those who have been affected by the work have passed the 
/ middle age. The work has chiefly been among the young, and a considerable 
' part of them have been my catechumens, There is among the converts a man 
| of seventy-four—He is a Canadian by birth, he can neither read nor write, speaks 
| the English language very imperfectly, and was educated a Roman Catliolic.— 
' J have seen achild of seven years of age, who has been considerably exercised, 
- and another of nine, who | hope has become savingly acquainted with the Re- 
) deemer—Aged sinners have been comparatively but little uffected. The most of 
) the work has been among the middling class in life, but there are instances i 
’ both extremes—There are in one extreme, ten or twelve poor, illiterate Afri- 
_ cans, who are rejoicing in the hepe of the gospel.— Ethiopia 18 thus stretching 
_ eut her hands unto God. 

_ Withrespect to doctrines, 1 would remark, that the whole truth as it is in Je- 
' gus, has been intended to be declared without any reference to the consequence 
‘which might result from it—The total depravity of man; the just judgment o° 
> God against him as a fallen and rebellicus creature; his entire inability to aten: 
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for sin, or raise himself to the enjoyment of the favor of God; the necessity of 
a radical change by the supernatural operation of the Holy Snirit ; God’s un- 
speakable love in the gift of the Saviour; the character, natures, ofiices, and 
work of the blessed Redeemer ; God’s unchangeable and electing love ; his faith- 
fulness in carrying on and completiug the work which he commences in the 
heart, fulfilling his own purposes ; the peculiar consolations of the gospel, and 
particularly its nice and accurate adaptedness to the several situations in which 
poor sinners find themselves ; the experience of God’s children under various 
circumstances ; the misery and danger which attend a continuance in sin; the 
awful state of the wicked in eternity; and the blessedness of the redeemed, are 
all subjects which have been called up, elucidated and enforced. The eviden. 
ces of a gracious state, have also frequently been elucidated, and care has been 
taken to do away those false impressions which arise from a dependence upon 
impulses, frames and feelings ; they have been taught to ‘prove themselves by 
the law and the testimony. The peculiar doctrines of grace have generally been 
well relished, and when difficulties have occurred, they have easily been remov- 
ed by free conversation ; Ihave generally found them teachable and willing to 
submit to the decision of the Scriptures. This has been the more happy, as at- 
tempts have been made to prejudice the minds of some, by cavilling against the 
doctrines of grace as inconsistent with moral agency and the use of means, or 
by misrepresenting them as leading to licentiousness, It has beena standing 
rule with us to have no collision with those who differ froin us, and todeclare the 
truth without a reference to the sentiments of others.—This has had a very fa- 
vorable effect, for although it has not stopped the mouths of gainsayers, it has 
led serious seekers to think more favorably of the doctrines of grace. The doc- 
trines which I have mentioned are those which have been embraced by the con- 
verts—lIt is dificult to tell what doctrines have been found most comfortable, as 
there has been a considerable variety of exercises of mind—I believe, however, 
that the all sufficiency of the Saviour, the unspeakable love of God in the gift 
ofhim, and the freeness of the grace of God in the salvation of sinners, have had 
the greatest effect-to comfort. Butas various doctrines have in the first in- 


stance been applied to the conviction of the sinner, so have different truths at - 


different times been blessed to the comfort of the soul. 

Under the first deep impressions, those who have been exercised by them have 
been very earnest and imporcunate in prayer—They have also been very constant 
in their attendance upon the means of grace, and free in conversing upon the 
atate of their souls—their state of mind has often been indicated by great sad- 
ness and depression of countenance ; some were bowed down and distressed for 


weeks in succession ; others were brought to the enjoyment of peace and com. | 


fort in a few days—I have also remarked that those whose minds have been se- 
riously exercised, were fond of being together— Similarity of situation created 
fellowship of feeling—1 have frequently spent from one to two hours in conyers 
sation with them after meeting, and often had a difficulty in sending them away 
from the place of meeting—I believe I could have kept them together all night 
on some occasions. They have been very earnest in prayer for their pastor, be- 
seeching the Lord to spare and support him, and lay liberally to his hands of the 
words of eternal life. The conduct of those who have made a profession, or been 
brought to entertain a hope, has generally been humble and exemplary. I believe 
they are all much engaged in prayer, and seeking to grow in grace and Christian 
knowledge.—In many instances their growth is very manifest—The Scriptures 
are much read and when they meet with difficulties they are very ready to ask 
explanations. They appear to be sensible that they are and can be saved by 
grace alone, through faith, and that not of themselves, itis the gift of God— 
The righteousness of Christ is very precious tothem. ‘There are anumber who 

ive hopes of being very useful in the church ; three and perhaps four contem- 
plate the gospel ministry ; two of them have been pursuing classical studies for 
some time. Ihave generally great reason to be satisfied with their walk and 
conversation. 

Jt cannot be that such a work shauld not have a eons leruble effect on society general: 
ly--It very eaily attracted public attention.--For n.ore than two months the wor! 
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stood looking on with silent astonishment, and scarcely a word was uttered 2. 

gainst it--But since that time thev have talked very freely. Some have called 

us enthusiastic—others mad. Some have attributed the cflect to the efforts of 

the ministers—others call the whole a delusion. 

Of this, however, we are certain ; religion generally is more respected than 
ever it was; its ordinances are better attended, and the morals of society are 
much improved.— We have much less profane swearing, tavern-haunting, gam- 
bling, drunKenness, and sabbath brecking.—Religion has become a subject ol 
general conversation and sinners are less bold and open in their wickedness. So 
much general seriousness has never before been witnessed among us; and the 
circumstance of having so many brought to the knowledge of the truth in early 
Jite, gives a hope that the cause of God will long live and flourish here. It will 
be as salt to preserve the mass of the community from corruption in time to 
come.—The cause of God is greatly strengthened in this quarter, and many 
fervent prayers are offered up for its prosperity to the ends of the world. 

In January we received forty-four into the communion of the church—during 
the present month we have received forty-four more. It is hoped that about éne 
hundred and ten have been brought to the knowledge of the truth in our con- 
gregation alone, and probably nearly as many more in the other congreyations 
yn this place. A number still appear to be anxiously secking the Lord, and we 
stili hear of new cases of awakening, though not so freque ntly as heretofore. 
Within a week or two I think the attention has inceased. At first it was con. 
fined to the village, but lias since extended to two distiicts in the country, from 
one of which we have received six me andthe othertwo. ‘The work is 
the Lord's and it is marvellous in oureyes. How long it will continue, or w iat 
the final result may be, HE alone edt With him I would fea ive it, ard to 
him be all the glory, In ihe course of this revival I have had abundant reason 
to feel myselfa mere earthern vesse!l, which he condescends to use, Lut which 
he can easily dispense with. 

From this narrative, you will readily perceive, dear brethren, that the Lord 
las visited this place, and especially this congregation vith loving kindness and 
tender mercy. He has been to us ae dew and rein from reaven, watering our 
parched . fields, and making them to bring forth abunduntly— His deaings with 
ih:s church and people for six years past have been matvellous—then it consist. 
ed of about forty members, and three hundred anc one have since been received 
jnto its communion, chiefly from the wide world. He has laid us under infinite 
obligation of love, and gratitude, and praise. Oh, that A/s blessing may be up- 
on us in the time to con.e, as ithas been in days that are past, and even more 
abundantly. With him is the residue of the Spirit. Ob, that He may be pour- 
ed out upon you, my beloved brethren, and your people, until you shall say, “It 
is enough, Lord, it is enough.” With ardent prayers, that an abundant ble: ssing, 
from Gou, our heavenly Father, and Jesus Christ, our divine and ever blessed 
Redeemer, through the effectual operation of the Holy Ghost, may rest upoi 
you, and your people, and the Israel of God, forever, I subscribe myself, 

Your affectionate fellow- laborer 
and brother in the Gospel, 
CORNELIUs C. CUYLER. 
Poughkeepsie, April 24, 1815: : 
- a 


ANNUAL MEETING OF THE MIDDLEBURY COLLEGE CHARITABLE 
SOCIETY, 


At the annual meeting of the Middlebury College Charitable Society, on 
Tuesday, August 15:h, 1815, the meeting having been regularly opened, an ad- 
journment was yoted to So ‘clock on Thur ‘sday mourning. 
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At the annual meeting of the Middlebury College Charitable Society, holden 
by adjournment, on Thursday the 17th of August, 1815 ; 

The Society having proceeded to elect, by ballot, the officers for the year en- 
suing, the following persons were chosen, viz. | 

Rev. HENRY DAVIS, D. D. President. 

Hon. GaAMALIEL Painter, Vice-President. 

Samuet Swit, Ksq. Secretary. 

Professor HALL, 

Rev. Toomas A Merritt, 
Rev. Protessor Houcu, 

Hon. Cuauncey Lan6@poy, 
Rev. CHESTER WRrRIGAT, 

The Directors for the past year made their annual Roport, which was read 
and accepted. 

On motion of Mr. Hall, Resolved, That the thanks of this Society be present- 
ed to the Rev. Elijah Parish, D. D. of Byfield, Mass. for a donation of one hun- 
dred dollars in books, to the funds of the Society, to the Rev. Alexander Proud< 
fit, D. D. of Salem, N. Y, fora hke donation of fifty dollars,to Mrs. Ruth Patten, 
of Hartford, Conn. for a donation of fifty dollars, to the Hon. Elias Perkins 
of New-London, Conn. for a donation of seventy-five dollars, to Gen. Jede- 
diah Huntington, of New-London, Conn. for a donation of fifty dollars, to 
Mr. Henry Howes of Boston, for an additional donation of thirty dollars, and to 
the Rev. Jedediah Morse, D D. of Charlestown, Mass. for a donation of twenty, 
five volumes of the History of New-England. 

The Rev. Bancroft Fowler of Windsor, was appointed to deliver a discourse 
before the Society at the next annual meeting, and the Rev. Nathaniel Hewitt, 
of Plattsburgh, N. Y. in case of his failure. 

Voted, ‘Thatthe thanks of the Society be presented to the Rev. Holland Weeks 
for his Sermon delivered on the 1th inst. and that a copy be requested for the 
purpose of being printed, incase it can be done independently of the funds of 
the Society. Resolved, That Beaumont Parks, Esq. be a committee to carry the 
foregoing vote into effect. ! 

A communication having been received from the Evangelical Society, and 
read, on motion of Mr. Hough, Voted, Fhat this Society relinquish all claims 
to a union which it may have on the Evangelical Society. Voted, That this So- 
ciety will thankfully accept of any portion of the funds, or property of the 
Evangelical Society, which they may think proper to transfer, and will apply the 
same agreeably to the provisions, conteined in the Constitution of the Evangeli- 
cal Society. 

Veted, That an amendment, proposed at the last annual meeting, amended ag 
follows, be adopted and made a part of the constitution, viz. 

Any person may become a member of this Society by paying the sum of twa 
dollars ; and each member shall be holden to pay annually the sum of one dol- 
lar, until he shall give notice to the treasurer of Middlebury College, that he 
wishes his name erased from the list of members. . 

Resolved, That the following article, proposed at the last anuual meeting, be 
adopted ; 

pat person, by paying the sum of ten dollars, shall become a member for life, 

Resolved, Vhat the tollowing article, proposed at the last annual meeting, be 
adopted, as an amendment and part of the Constitution ; 

The members of all auxiliary Societies, where the consideration of member- 
ship is nota less sum than one dollar for admittance and one dollar annually for 
continuing a member, shall be members in all respects of this Society. . 

Adjourned without day. SAMUEL SWIFT, Secretary. 


Directors. 


REPORT OF THE DIRBCTORS. 


The Directors of the Middlebury College Charitable Society respectfully sub. 
mit the following repurt of their doings, the past year. 

The Directors have, during the course of the last year, extended aid to seven 
young gentlemen. @% these, one has now completed bis studies, The remain« 
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ing six will still continue objects of their patronage. They have received ap- 
plications for assistance from four other young gentlemen, two of whom are 
members of College. Of the remaining two, they expect, that one will join 
College at the close ef the vacation. Of the other, they have not recently re- 
ceived any information. 

The Directors experience high satisfaction in being able to mention a number 
of very liberal donations, received since their Jast repert, or, through an over- 
sight, not noticed in the statement, made atthe last annual meeting. They have 
received from the Rey. Elijah Parish, D, D, a donation in books, to the amount 
of one hundred dollars, of which they have been able to dispose ina manner, 
which will, within a moderate period, bring that sum into the treasury. From 
the Rev. Alexander Proudfit, D. D. a donation in baoks, to the amount of fifty dol- 
lars has been received. The Rev. Jedediah Morse, D. D. has presented to the 
Society twenty-five volumns of the History of New-England. To the Hon, Elias 
Perkins of New-London, Conn. the Society is indebted for a donation of seventy- 
five dollars, and to Gen. Jedediah Huntington of the same place, for adonation 
of fifty dollars. From Mrs. Ruth Patten of Hartford, Conn. a donationof fifty 
dollars has been received. Mr. Henry Homes of Boston, has forwarded a second 
donation of thirty dollars. 

While the Directors believe that they may justly congratulate the Society on 
the success, which has attended the efforts, made for its enlargement and 
prosperity, and on the flattering prospects, which it enjoys, they feel deeply the 
necessity of continued and even augmented exertions on the part of its mem- 
bers and its friends. It is highly desirable, that the funds of the Society sheuld 
be extensively increased, that the assistagce, which is afforded may be wholly 
gratuitous. It is also an object of great importance, that they should be large- 
ly augmented, that future applications, to any supposable extent, may be met. 
The Directors are happy in being able to state, that their means have hitherto 
enabled them to assist every individual, who has solicited aid, whose character 
andtalents warranted them in extending to him their patronage ; and they confi- 
dently trust, that the liberality of the christian public, will, in future, enable 
them to answer every legitimate claim upon their bounty. That applications 
may, hereafter, be far more numerous, than they Lave been, isa circumstance ar- 
dently to be wished ; and the Directors would take the liberty of calling upon 
all the members, and friends, and patrons of the Society to encourage and bring 
forward to receive the necessary benefits of a public education, every pious 
vouth, of promising talents, who is willing to devote himself to the service of 
God, in publishing the Gospel of his Son. The calls for men, willing and qual- 
ified to engage as laborers in the vineyard of Christ, are singularly numerous and 
urgent. The man of piety, if he looks around, can behold, in every quarter of 
our country, thousands, destitute of the means of grace, ignorant otf religion, 
stupid in sin and fearless of the wrath of God, and, if he examine, can perhaps 
find no one to go and tell these deluded and perishing mortals of their guilt 
and danger, and. point them to the way of deliverance and salvation. This 

‘State probably contains more than two hundred towns, which have in 
them a considerable population. To supply all these towns there are, in con- 


_ hexion with the General Convention of Congregational and Presbyterian Min- 


isters in this state, buta little over eighty preachers of the gospel, including 
ministers, settled and dnsettled, and candidates. While there are, onevery hand, 
vacant societies and churches calling for candidates, who may dispense to them 
the words of eternal life, and take the oversight of them in the Lord, none can be 
found to meet their wishes. And yet we, compared with various and extensive 
portions of our own country, may be emphatically said to have our lot cast i» 
the valley of vision. The Directors are fully persuaded, that so numerous and 
_ pressing are the exigencies of the church and the public, that countenance should 
_ be afforded to no charitable object, with a mo:e liberal spirit and a more boun- 
_tiful hand, than to that, which this Society was instituted to promote. And 


they indulge a firm and joyous confidence, that, if duly encouraged, this Socie. 


' ty will prove the means, by which the church of God will be eminently gladden- 


ed and enriched, and by which the community will be signally benefitted. 


Submitted by order of the Directors. JOHN HOUGH, Crt. 
Middlebury, August 15th, 1815. 
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REFORT. 


Repert of monies received by the Middle ebury Colt L&E Chariiable Socuiy, 
since the last report was published. 


Cash received of members at and 
since the annual meeting, Au- 
gust 1815, $112 00 

Donations and interest on notes 
received at and sirce the annual 
meeting, August 1815, 

Donatiens— From Hon. Elias Per- 





kins, New-London, Conn. 75 00 
Gen. Jedediah Huntington, do. 50 00 
Doct. Thomson, do. 10 00 
Hon. Bbenezer Hunt, North- 

ampton, Mass 20 00 
Josiah Dwight, Eq. do. 10 00 
Elijab WH. Mills, Esq. do. 10 00 
Isaac C. Bates, Esq. do. 10 00 


Jonathan H. Lyman, Esq. do. 10 00 


MEMBERRS FOR Liz, 

Abbot, Miss Anna Deering, N. H. 

Brace, Hon. Jonathan, Hartford, Con. 

Buck, Danicl, do. 

Gr idley 3 Eber 

Hooker, Wm. G. 

Hall, Professor Frederick 

Hall, Hon. William 

Hall, Daniel W. 

Homes, Henry, Boston, 

Hudson, Barzillia, Hartford, Con. 

Langdon, *ilon. 7 

Munsoa, Isracl, Boston, 

Meri ill, Deac. Thomas, ‘Deering, N. fF 

Porter, Rev. Ebenezer, D. D Andover, 
Mass. 

Sheidon, Elisha, Esq 

Smith, His Ex. John C. Sharon, Con. 

Sherrill, Doct Nathaniel 


Wadsworth, Danicl, Esq Hartford, Ct. 


MEMBERS. 


Andrus, Ethan, Esq. 

Allen, Rev. Jonathan, Bradfo:d, Mass. 
Aiken, Maj. Peter 

Allen, Tra 

Brewster, Elisha 

Bali, Rev. Heman 

Bingham, Deac Jeremiah 

Bassett, Elnathan 

Bass, Doct, William 


A Female Society, by Doctor 


Hooker, 15 00 
Mrs. Ruth Patten, Hartford, 
Conn. 50 00 
Middlebury Female Cent So- 
otety, 32 27 
Mr. Henry Homes, Boston, 30 00 
Erastus Higby, Castleton, 3 00 
Joha Merrill, Deering, N. H. 1 00 


kd. Kimball, Bradford, Mas. 1 QO 
A Female, Hartford 1, Conn. 10 00 
Female Cent Society, Poult- 


ney, 15 00 
Interest recived on notes, 18 74 
3 433 OF 


Bowen, Georire 
Cook, Milo, Esq. 
Crosby, Doct John 
Cam pbeil, William 
Chadwick, Joseph 


Edmond, David, Esq. 


Eells, Edward 

Gibson, Nathanicl 
Hough, Rev. John 
Hooker, Levi 

Hawley, Erastus 
Hazar, Thomas 

Hagar, Jonathan 
James, Benjamin 
Kimball, James 
Merrill, Rev. Thomas 4 
M.uttlews, Hon. Barius 
Mitchell, Eliphaiet 
Painter, Hon. Gamaliel 
Parks, Beaumont, Esq 
Pearce, Richard 
Randall, Phinehas 
Ross, Esq. 

Reed, Paul 

Simmons, John, Esq. 
Starr, Peter, Esq. 
Sanderson, John 
Swift, Samuel Esq. 
Stewart, lra 

Stone, Asahel 

Strong, Timothy C. 
Wright, Rev. Chester 
Wells, David 








